
  

 

St. Paul’s Lutheran Church       Maundy Thursday       April 2, 2026 
 

PRELUDE    
 

RINGING OF THE BELLS 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who writes the 
law on our hearts, who draws all people together 
through Jesus. 
C Amen. 
 

Held in God’s mercy, let us confess our sin in the 
presence of God and of one another. 
 

Most merciful God, 
C we confess that we are in bondage to sin and 
cannot free ourselves. We have sinned against you 
in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done 
and by what we have left undone. We have not loved 
you with our whole heart; we have not loved our 
neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, 
Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, 
and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and 
walk in your ways, to the glory of  
your holy name. Amen 



  

 

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given 
to die for you, and for his sake God forgives you all 
your sins. To those who believe in Jesus Christ he 
gives the power to become the children of God and 
bestows on them the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen 
 

OPENING HYMN  
WOV 735 “God, When Human Bonds Are Broken” 
 
GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
C And also with you. 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Holy God, source of all love, on the night of his 
betrayal, Jesus gave us a new commandment, to love 
one another as he loves us. Write this commandment 
in our hearts, and give us the will to serve others as 
he was the servant of all, your Son, Jesus Christ, our 
Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and 
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
C Amen. 
 



  

 

FIRST READING:  Exodus 12:1-4 [5-10] 11-14  
1The LORD said to Moses and Aaron in the land of 
Egypt: 2This month shall mark for you the beginning 
of months; it shall be the first month of the year for 
you. 3Tell the whole congregation of Israel that on the 
tenth of this month they are to take a lamb for each 
family, a lamb for each household. 4If a household is 
too small for a whole lamb, it shall join its closest 
neighbor in obtaining one; the lamb shall be divided 
in proportion to the number of people who eat of it. 
[5Your lamb shall be without blemish, a year-old 
male; you may take it from the sheep or from the 
goats. 6You shall keep it until the fourteenth day of 
this month; then the whole assembled congregation 
of Israel shall slaughter it at twilight. 7They shall take 
some of the blood and put it on the two doorposts and 
the lintel of the houses in which they eat it. 8They 
shall eat the lamb that same night; they shall eat it 
roasted over the fire with unleavened bread and 
bitter herbs. 9Do not eat any of it raw or boiled in 
water, but roasted over the fire, with its head, legs, 
and inner organs. 10You shall let none of it remain 
until the morning; anything that remains until the 
morning you shall burn. ] 11This is how you shall eat 
it: your loins girded, your sandals on your feet, and 



  

 

your staff in your hand; and you shall eat it hurriedly. 
It is the passover of the LORD. 12For I will pass through 
the land of Egypt that night, and I will strike down 
every firstborn in the land of Egypt, both human 
beings and animals; on all the gods of Egypt I will 
execute judgments: I am the LORD. 13The blood shall 
be a sign for you on the houses where you live: when 
I see the blood, I will pass over you, and no plague 
shall destroy you when I strike the land of Egypt.   
14This day shall be a day of remembrance for you. You 
shall celebrate it as a festival to the LORD; throughout 
your generations you shall observe it as a perpetual 
ordinance. 
 
The word of the Lord.  
C Thanks be to God. 
 
PSALM:   Psalm 116:1-2, 12-19 
(Refrain: I will lift the cup of salvation and call on the name 
of the LORD.) 
 

1I love the LORD, who has heard my voice, and listened 
to my supplication, 
 

C  2for the LORD has given ear to me whenever I 
called. 



  

 

12How shall I repay the LORD for all the good things 
God has done for me? 
 

C  13I will lift the cup of salvation and call on the 
name of the LORD. (Refrain) 
 

14I will fulfill my vows to the LORD in the presence of 
all God’s people. 
 

C  15Precious in your sight, O LORD, is the death of 
your servants. 
 

16O LORD, truly I am your servant; I am your servant, 
the child of your handmaid; you have freed me from 
my bonds. 
 
C  17I will offer you the sacrifice of thanksgiving 
  and call upon the name of the LORD. 
18I will fulfill my vows to the LORD in the presence of 
all God’s people, 
 
C  19in the courts of the LORD’s house, in the midst 
of you, O Jerusalem.  (Refrain) 
 
(Refrain: I will lift the cup of salvation and call on the 
name of the LORD.) 



  

 

SECOND READING:  1 Corinthians 11:23-26 
23For I received from the Lord what I also handed on 
to you, that the Lord Jesus on the night when he was 
betrayed took a loaf of bread, 24and when he had 
given thanks, he broke it and said, “This is my body 
that is for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 25In 
the same way he took the cup also, after supper, 
saying, “This cup is the new covenant in my blood. Do 
this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 
26For as often as you eat this bread and drink the cup, 
you proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 
 
The word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



  

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION (2 measures) 
 

 

 
 
GOSPEL:   John 13:1-17, 31b-35 
 

 
 
1Now before the festival of the Passover, Jesus knew 
that his hour had come to depart from this world and 
go to the Father. Having loved his own who were in 
the world, he loved them to the end. 2The devil had 
already put it into the heart of Judas son of Simon 
Iscariot to betray him. And during supper 3Jesus, 



  

 

knowing that the Father had given all things into his 
hands, and that he had come from God and was going 
to God, 4got up from the table, took off his outer robe, 
and tied a towel around himself. 5Then he poured 
water into a basin and began to wash the disciples’ 
feet and to wipe them with the towel that was tied 
around him. 6He came to Simon Peter, who said to 
him, “Lord, are you going to wash my feet?” 7Jesus 
answered, “You do not know now what I am doing, 
but later you will understand.” 8Peter said to him, 
“You will never wash my feet.” Jesus answered, 
“Unless I wash you, you have no share with me.” 
9Simon Peter said to him, “Lord, not my feet only but 
also my hands and my head!” 10Jesus said to him, “One 
who has bathed does not need to wash, except for the 
feet, but is entirely clean. And you are clean, though 
not all of you.” 11For he knew who was to betray him; 
for this reason he said, “Not all of you are clean.”  
12After he had washed their feet, had put on his robe, 
and had returned to the table, he said to them, “Do 
you know what I have done to you? 13You call me 
Teacher and Lord—and you are right, for that is what 
I am. 14So if I, your Lord and Teacher, have washed 
your feet, you also ought to wash one another’s feet. 
15For I have set you an example, that you also should 



  

 

do as I have done to you. 16Very truly, I tell you, 
servants are not greater than their master, nor are 
messengers greater than the one who sent them. 17If 
you know these things, you are blessed if you do 
them.” 31b“Now the Son of Man has been glorified, and 
God has been glorified in him. 32If God has been 
glorified in him, God will also glorify him in himself 
and will glorify him at once. 33Little children, I am 
with you only a little longer. You will look for me; and 
as I said to the Jews so now I say to you, ‘Where I am 
going, you cannot come.’ 34I give you a new 
commandment, that you love one another. Just as I 
have loved you, you also should love one another. 
35By this everyone will know that you are my 
disciples, if you have love for one another.” 
 
The Gospel of the Lord. 

 
 
SERMON  Pastor Timothy Holt 
 
 



  

 

HYMN OF THE DAY     
Loaves Were Spoken, Words Were Spoken 

 



  

 

APOSTLES’ CREED 
C I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of 
heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the 
Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 
crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to 
the dead. On the third day he rose again; he 
ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right 
hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the 
living and the dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic 
church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness 
of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life 
everlasting.   Amen. 
 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION    
On this night when Jesus gave us a new commandment 
to love one another, let us bring our prayers before the 
One whose love knows no bounds. 
 

Gracious host, you knelt to wash your disciples’ feet. 
Cleanse us from pride and self-centeredness, and 



  

 

teach us to love one another as you have loved us. Hear 
us, O God. 
C Your mercy is great. 
 

Creator God, the earth is yours and everything in it. 
Awaken us to care for all you have made and conserve 
the rich diversity of your good creation. Hear us, O 
God. 
C Your mercy is great. 
 

God of the nations, guide the world’s leaders in the 
ways of justice and peace. Where they wield power 
unjustly, confront them. Where they are indifferent to 
suffering, awaken their conscience. Hear us, O God. 
C Your mercy is great. 
 

Compassionate One, embrace all who are lonely or in 
captivity, comfort the grieving, and relieve those in 
pain. Draw near to all who suffer. (We pray especially 
for Brenda, Donna, Ely, Katrina, Wilma Buchta, Amy 
DeKemper, Connie Hall, Elizabeth Hansen, Alice June 
Harker, Lana Hoffman, Mary Ann Jerger, Carol Keller, 
Zach Leinenbach, Barb Mehringer, Logan Musgrave, 
Bob Nugent, Christine Probst, Annette Schepers, JoAnn 
Schnarr, Jim Seitz, Kaine Seitz, Bob Shelton, family and 
friends of Lisa James, family and friends of James Bair, 



  

 

and all those we name before you either silently or 
aloud.) Hear us, O God. 
C Your mercy is great. 
 

Blessed redeemer, we give you thanks for this 
community of faith, and for all who gather around your 
table of grace. Unite us in love for you and for one 
another. Hear us, O God. 
C Your mercy is great. 
 

Eternal God, we praise you for the great cloud of 
witnesses who now rest from their labors. At the last, 
gather us with them at your heavenly banquet.  
 

We pray that you guide the military serving to protect 
us.  Grant them safety and wisdom to carry out their 
assigned duties. (We pray especially for Austin 
Breitwieser, Luke Himsel, Cooper Uebelhor, and Devin 
Wilson.)  Hear us, O God. 
C Your mercy is great. 
 

We entrust these prayers to you, O God, confident that 
you will strengthen us by your Spirit to love one 
another as Christ has loved us. We ask this in Jesus’ 
name. 
C Amen. 



  

 

SHARING OF THE PEACE 
The peace of Christ be with you always. 
C And also with you. 
 

OFFERING OF OUR TITHES AND GIFTS 
 

OFFERTORY  “Silent Was the Night”     Chancel Choir 
 

OFFERTORY RESPONSE  

 

 

 

 

 

 
 



  

 

OFFERING PRAYER 
Let us pray. 
C Jesus, you are the bread of life and the host of 
this meal.  Bless these gifts that we have gathered 
that all people may know your goodness.  Feed us 
not only with this holy food but with hunger for 
justice and peace.  We pray this in your name. Amen 
 

INSTRUCTIONS FOR COMMUNION 
 

All who are baptized are welcome to receive Holy 
Communion. Children who have not yet received 
instruction about Holy Communion are invited to come 
forward for a blessing.  As you approach the communion 
assistant, the first will hand you the bread.  Take and eat 
it.  Then take a communion cup from the tray. After you 
have taken the wine, place your empty cup in the tray 
table beside the pillar. 
 

DIALOGUE 
The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
 

Lift up your hearts. 
C We lift them to the Lord. 
 

 



  

 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C It is right to give him thanks and praise. 
 
PREFACE 
It is indeed right and salutary that we should at all 
times and in all places offer thanks and praise to you, 
O Lord, holy Father, through Christ our Lord. You bid 
your people cleanse their hearts and prepare with joy 
for the paschal feast. Renew our zeal in faith and life, 
and bring us to the fullness of grace that belongs to the 
children of God. And so, with the Church on earth and 
the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join 
their unending hymn: 
 

SANCTUS 

 

 

 

 



  

 

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 
 

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus 
took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to 
his disciples, saying: 
 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.  
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and 
gave it for all to drink, saying: 

 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the 
forgiveness of sin. Do this for the 
remembrance of me. 

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
C Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be 
thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on 
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily 
bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we 
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us 
not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For 
thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the 
glory, forever and ever.  Amen. 
 



  

 

COMMUNION 
 
 

The body of Christ, given for you.  Amen. 
The blood of Christ, shed for you.  Amen. 
 
LAMB OF GOD 

 

 

 

 
 

COMMUNION HYMNS 
LBW 341 “Jesus, Still Lead On” 
LBW 198 “Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence” 
WOV 666 “Great God, Your Love Has Called Us” 
 
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ 
strengthen you and keep you in his grace.  
C Amen. 



  

 

POST COMMUNION CANTICLE    (vs. 1 only) 

 

 
 
 
 
 



  

 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION  
 

Let us pray. 
C Lord Jesus, in a wonderful sacrament you 
strengthen us with the saving power of your 
suffering, death, and resurrection.  May this 
sacrament of your body and blood so work in us 
that the fruits of your redemption will show forth 
in the way we live, for you live and reign with the 
Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever.   Amen 
 
STRIPPING OF THE ALTAR      

Once all has been removed from the altar, 
please leave in silence. 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Mission Statement: Worship Boldly, Empower for Discipleship, 
Cultivate Spiritual Maturity, Strengthen Community, Serve. 



  

 

THANK YOU TO THE FOLLOWING PEOPLE FOR YOUR 
SERVICE TODAY: 
 

Greeters:  Sue Striegel 
Comm. Asst:  Tina Terwiske 
Video:   Lori Keller 
Organist:      Barbara Dell 
Lay Reader: Doug Wiseman 
Audio:        Keith Keller 
Acolytes:   Blair Buse 
Altar Guild:  Brandi Dodd and Erin Kalb 

 

 
Good Friday Service at St. Paul’s -  6:30 PM 
(Christ Lutheran will have a Good Friday service at 3:00 PM) 

 

Easter Morning Service at St. Paul’s –  9:00 AM 
(Christ Lutheran will have a Easter Sunrise Service at 6:30 AM) 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


