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St. Paul’s Lutheran Church       3 Lent          March 8, 2026 
 

PRELUDE   
 

RINGING OF THE BELLS 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who forgives 
all our sin, whose mercy endures forever. 
C Amen. 
 

Let us confess our sin before God, who removes our 
guilt and blots out all offenses. 
 

Mighty God,  
C you call us to life in community, but we have 
served our own interests at the expense of our 
neighbors. We have sown deceit where honesty 
was needed. We say the right words, but our 
hearts are far from you. Turn us to seek your face. 
Knit us together and give us the mind of Christ, 
that we may do justice, love mercy, and walk 
humbly with you, our God. 
Amen. 
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The former things have passed away, and new things 
God now declares: Like a spring of water that never 
fails, God covers you in the righteousness of Christ, 

and forgives your sin in ☩ Jesus’ name. May the Spirit 
give you strength to live for others, and bless you 
with the gift of peace. 
C Amen  
 

OPENING HYMN    
LBW 250 “Open Now the Gates of Beauty” 
 
GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and 
the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
C And also with you. 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY     
Lord God, with endless mercy you receive the prayers 
of all who call upon you. By your Spirit show us the 
things we ought to do, and give us the grace and 
power to do them, through Jesus Christ, our Savior 
and Lord. 
 C Amen 
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FIRST READING:   Exodus 17:1-7 
1 From the wilderness of Sin the whole congregation 
of the Israelites journeyed by stages, as the LORD 
commanded. They camped at Rephidim, but there 
was no water for the people to drink. 2 The people 
quarreled with Moses and said, “Give us water to 
drink.” Moses said to them, “Why do you quarrel with 
me? Why do you test the LORD?” 3 But the people 
thirsted there for water, and the people complained 
against Moses and said, “Why did you bring us out of 
Egypt, to kill us and our children and livestock with 
thirst?” 4 So Moses cried out to the LORD, “What shall 
I do for this people? They are almost ready to stone 
me.” 5 The LORD said to Moses, “Go on ahead of the 
people and take some of the elders of Israel with you; 
take in your hand the staff with which you struck the 
Nile and go. 6 I will be standing there in front of you 
on the rock at Horeb. Strike the rock, and water will 
come out of it, so that the people may drink.” Moses 
did so, in the sight of the elders of Israel. 7 He called 
the place Massah and Meribah, because the Israelites 
quarreled and tested the LORD, saying, “Is the LORD 
among us or not?” 
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The word of the Lord.  
C Thanks be to God. 
 
PSALM 95   
(Refrain: Let us shout for joy to the rock of our 
salvation.) 
 
1 Come, let us sing to the LORD; let us shout for joy to 
the rock of our salvation. 
 
2 Let us come before God’s presence with 
thanksgiving and raise a loud shout to the LORD 
with psalms. 
 
3 For you, LORD, are a great God, and a great ruler 
above all gods. 
 
4 In your hand are the caverns of the earth; the 
heights of the hills are also yours. 
 
5 The sea is yours, for you made it, and your hands 
have molded the dry land. 
 
6 Come, let us worship and bow down, let us kneel 
before the LORD our maker. (Refrain) 
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7 For the LORD is our God, and we are the people of 
God’s pasture and the sheep of God’s hand. Oh, that 
today you would hear God’s voice! 
 
8 “Harden not your hearts, as at Meribah, as on 
that day at Massah in the desert. 
 
9 There your ancestors tested me, they put me to the 
test, though they had seen my works. 
 
10 Forty years I loathed that generation, saying,   
‘The heart of this people goes astray; they do not 
know my ways.’ 
 
11 Indeed I swore in my anger, ‘They shall never come 
to my rest.’ ” (Refrain) 
 
(Refrain: Let us shout for joy to the rock of our 
salvation.) 
 
SECOND READING: Romans 5:1-11 
1 Since we are justified by faith, we have peace with 
God through our Lord Jesus Christ, 2 through whom 
we have obtained access to this grace in which we 
stand, and we boast in our hope of sharing the glory 
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of God. 3 And not only that, but we also boast in our 
afflictions, knowing that affliction produces 
endurance, 4 and endurance produces character, and 
character produces hope, 5 and hope does not put us 
to shame, because God’s love has been poured into 
our hearts through the Holy Spirit that has been given 
to us. 6 For while we were still weak, at the right time 
Christ died for the ungodly. 7 Indeed, rarely will 
anyone die for a righteous person—though perhaps 
for a good person someone might actually dare to die. 
8 But God proves his love for us in that while we still 
were sinners Christ died for us. 9 Much more surely, 
therefore, since we have now been justified by his 
blood, will we be saved through him from the wrath 
of God. 10 For if while we were enemies we were 
reconciled to God through the death of his Son, much 
more surely, having been reconciled, will we be saved 
by his life. 11 But more than that, we even boast in God 
through our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom we 
have now received reconciliation. 
 
The word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  

 

 
 
GOSPEL:  John 4:5-42 
 

 
 
5 [Jesus] came to a Samaritan city called Sychar, near 
the plot of ground that Jacob had given to his son 
Joseph.6 Jacob’s well was there, and Jesus, tired out by 
his journey, was sitting by the well. It was about noon.   
7 A Samaritan woman came to draw water, and Jesus 
said to her, “Give me a drink.” 8 (His disciples had 
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gone to the city to buy food.) 9 The Samaritan woman 
said to him, “How is it that you, a Jew, ask a drink of 
me, a woman of Samaria?” (Jews do not share things 
in common with Samaritans.) 10 Jesus answered her, 
“If you knew the gift of God and who it is that is saying 
to you, ‘Give me a drink,’ you would have asked him, 
and he would have given you living water.” 11 The 
woman said to him, “Sir, you have no bucket, and the 
well is deep. Where do you get that living water? 
12 Are you greater than our ancestor Jacob, who gave 
us the well and with his sons and his flocks drank 
from it?” 13 Jesus said to her, “Everyone who drinks of 
this water will be thirsty again, 14 but those who drink 
of the water that I will give them will never be thirsty. 
The water that I will give will become in them a 
spring of water gushing up to eternal life.” 15 The 
woman said to him, “Sir, give me this water, so that I 
may never be thirsty or have to keep coming here to 
draw water.” 16 Jesus said to her, “Go, call your 
husband, and come back.” 17 The woman answered 
him, “I have no husband.” Jesus said to her, “You are 
right in saying, ‘I have no husband,’ 18 for you have 
had five husbands, and the one you have now is not 
your husband. What you have said is true!” 19 The 
woman said to him, “Sir, I see that you are a prophet. 
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20 Our ancestors worshiped on this mountain, but you 
say that the place where people must worship is in 
Jerusalem.” 21 Jesus said to her, “Woman, believe me, 
the hour is coming when you will worship the Father 
neither on this mountain nor in Jerusalem. 22 You 
worship what you do not know; we worship what we 
know, for salvation is from the Jews. 23 But the hour is 
coming and is now here when the true worshipers 
will worship the Father in spirit and truth, for the 
Father seeks such as these to worship him. 24 God is 
spirit, and those who worship him must worship in 
spirit and truth.” 25 The woman said to him, “I know 
that Messiah is coming” (who is called Christ). “When 
he comes, he will proclaim all things to us.” 26 Jesus 
said to her, “I am he, the one who is speaking to you.” 
27 Just then his disciples came. They were astonished 
that he was speaking with a woman, but no one said, 
“What do you want?” or, “Why are you speaking with 
her?” 28 Then the woman left her water jar and went 
back to the city. She said to the people, 29 “Come and 
see a man who told me everything I have ever done! 
He cannot be the Messiah, can he?” 30 They left the 
city and were on their way to him. 31 Meanwhile the 
disciples were urging him, “Rabbi, eat something.” 
32 But he said to them, “I have food to eat that you do 
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not know about.” 33 So the disciples said to one 
another, “Surely no one has brought him something 
to eat?” 34 Jesus said to them, “My food is to do the will 
of him who sent me and to complete his work. 35 Do 
you not say, ‘Four months more, then comes the 
harvest’? But I tell you, look around you, and see how 
the fields are ripe for harvesting. 36 The reaper is 
already receiving wages and is gathering fruit for 
eternal life, so that sower and reaper may rejoice 
together. 37 For here the saying holds true, ‘One sows 
and another reaps.’ 38 I sent you to reap that for which 
you did not labor. Others have labored, and you have 
entered into their labor.” 39 Many Samaritans from 
that city believed in him because of the woman’s 
testimony, “He told me everything I have ever done.” 
40 So when the Samaritans came to him, they asked 
him to stay with them, and he stayed there two days. 
41 And many more believed because of his word. 
42 They said to the woman, “It is no longer because of 
what you said that we believe, for we have heard for 
ourselves, and we know that this is truly the Savior of 
the world.” 
 
The gospel of the Lord. 
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CHILDREN’S SERMON  
 
SERMON  Pastor Timothy Holt 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY     
LBW 497 “I Heard the Voice of Jesus Say” 
 
APOSTLE’S CREED 
C I believe in God, the Father almighty, Creator  
of Heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.  
He was conceived by the power of the Holy 
Spirit and born of the Virgin Mary. He suffered 
under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and 
was buried.  He descended into hell. On the third 
day he rose again. He ascended into heaven, and 
is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will 
come again to judge the living and the dead.  
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I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic 
Church, the communion of saints, the 
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting.  Amen 
 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION  
As God’s beloved children united in Christ, let us pray 
for the church, the whole human community, and the 
well-being of the earth, our home. 
 
Your church does ministry in many and various ways. 
Keep the baptized true to the mind of Christ, that our 
works and witness bring hope to a troubled world. 
Merciful God, 
C receive our prayer. 
 
Your people in every nation suffer injustice, poverty, 
and the threat of violence. Guide those in authority to 
govern with compassion, and bring peace to war 
zones. We pray for our enemies. Merciful God, 
C receive our prayer. 
 
Your blessings are poured out for all in need. Help 
and heal any who experience trauma, discrimination, 
disease, hunger, abuse, or persecution. Comfort those 
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who are sick or grieving. (We pray especially for 
Brenda, Donna, Ely, Katrina, Connie Hall, Elizabeth 
Hansen, Lana Hoffman, Mary Ann Jerger, Carol Keller, 
Zach Leinenbach, Barb Mehringer, Logan Musgrave, 
Bob Nugent, Mary Lou Potts, Annette Schepers, Kaine 
Seitz, Bob Shelton, Joe Shelton, and all those we name 
before you either silently or aloud.) Merciful God, 
C receive our prayer. 
 
We pray that you guide the military serving to protect 
us. Grant them safety and wisdom to carry out their 
assigned duties. (We pray especially for Austin 
Breitwieser, Luke Himsel, Joshua Hoffman, and Cooper 
Uebelhor.) Merciful God, 
C receive our prayer. 
 
Your wisdom guides this congregation and its 
ministries. Sustain our ordained leaders, staff, lay 
leaders, and volunteers. Form us to be salt and light 
for the neighbors we serve, following the example of 
Christ. Merciful God, 
C receive our prayer. 
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Your saints rejoice at your heavenly banquet. We give 
thanks for their lives of faith, trusting that we also 
will be embraced by your eternal love. Merciful God, 
C receive our prayer. 
 
Confident that the Holy Spirit receives our prayers 
and answers us, we commend all for whom we pray 
to God’s loving-kindness made known to us in Christ 
Jesus our Savior. 
C Amen. 
 
SHARING OF THE PEACE 
The peace of Christ be with you always. 
C And also with you. 
 
OFFERING OF OUR TITHES AND GIFTS 
 
OFFERTORY  
 
OFFERTORY RESPONSE  
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OFFERING PRAYER 
Let us pray. 
C Jesus, you are the bread of life and the host of 
this meal.  Bless these gifts that we have gathered 
that all people may know your goodness.  Feed us 
not only with this holy food but with hunger for 
justice and peace. We pray this in your name.   Amen 
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INSTRUCTIONS FOR COMMUNION 
 

All who are baptized are welcome to receive Holy 
Communion. Children who have not yet received 
instruction about Holy Communion are invited to come 
forward for a blessing.  As you approach the 
communion assistant, the first will hand you the bread.  
Take and eat it.  Then take a communion cup from the 
nearby tray.  After you have taken the wine, place your 
empty cup in the tray table beside the pillar. 
 
DIALOGUE 
The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
 
Lift up your hearts. 
C We lift them to the Lord. 
 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C It is right to give him thanks and praise. 
 
PREFACE 
 

It is indeed right and salutary that we should at all 
times and in all places offer thanks and praise to you, 
O Lord, holy Father, through Christ our Lord. You bid 
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your people cleanse their hearts and prepare with joy 
for the paschal feast. Renew our zeal in faith and life, 
and bring us to the fullness of grace that belongs to 
the children of God. And so, with the Church on earth 
and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and 
join their unending hymn: 

 
SANCTUS 
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EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 
 

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus 
took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to 
his disciples, saying: 
 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.  
Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and 
gave it for all to drink, saying: 
 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the 
forgiveness of sin. Do this for the 
remembrance of me. 

 
THE LORD’S PRAYER 
C Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be 
thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our 
daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we 
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead 
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the 
glory, forever and ever.  Amen. 
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COMMUNION 
 
 

The body of Christ, given for you.  Amen. 
The blood of Christ, shed for you.  Amen. 
 
LAMB OF GOD 

 

 

 

 

 
COMMUNION HYMNS 

 

LBW 222 “O Bread of Life from Heaven” 
LBW 327   “Rock of Ages, Cleft for Me” 
LBW 356 “O Jesus, Joy of Loving Hearts” 
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The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ 
strengthen you and keep you in his grace.  
C Amen. 
 
 

POST COMMUNION CANTICLE    (vs. 1 only) 
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PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION  
 

Let us pray. 
C Generous Host, 
you have shared your feast with us and made us 
new.  Send us now to set tables of love and grace 
in our communities, that your liberating love 
might nourish the world into freedom, in the 
name of the crucified one, Jesus Christ our Lord.  
Amen.  
 
BLESSING 
May the triune God, who has put a new song in your 

mouth and tuned your heart for praise ☩ bless you 
now and forever. 
C Amen. 
 
SENDING HYMN      
LBW 343 “Guide Me Ever, Great Redeemer” 
 
DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. Believe the good news.   
C Thanks be to God. 
 
POSTLUDE 
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 Mission Statement: Worship Boldly, Empower for Discipleship, 

Cultivate Spiritual Maturity, Strengthen Community, Serve. 
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THANK YOU TO THE FOLLOWING PEOPLE FOR YOUR 
SERVICE TODAY: 
 

Greeters:   Glenn & Marie Neukam 
Comm. Asst:   Keith Keller 
Video:   Amy Beckman 
Pianist:      Kaia Holt 
Lay Reader:   Jeff Schmitt 
Audio:     Bryan Buchta 
Acolytes:  Reeve Potts 

Altar Guild: Mary Bauer and Mary Sendelweck  
 

ATTENDANCE LAST SUNDAY:  164  SS:        
 

CALENDAR FOR THE WEEK OF 
March 8th - March 15th 

 

Sun. March 8th    8:00 AM  Chancel Choir Practice 
    9:00 AM  Sunday Worship Service 
       (Sunday School following communion – 10:30 AM)  
 

Mon. March 9th   8:00 AM  Ham Salad Prep 
 
Tues. March 10th   8:30 AM  Ham Salad Prep and pickup 
 
Wed. March 11th  12:00 PM  Ham Salad pickup 

5:30 PM  Lenten Meal by Chr. Ed.  
6:00 PM  Handbell Practice 

    6:30 PM  Holden Service 
 

Thur. March 12th 1:00 PM  Blanket Tacking 
 
Sun. March 15th    8:00 AM  Chancel Choir Practice 
    9:00 AM  Sunday Worship Service 
       (Sunday School following communion – 10:30 AM)  

    10:00 AM  Special Congregational Meeting 
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   ST. PAUL’S ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

A Special Congregational Meeting will be held on 
Sunday, March 15th following the service. There will 
be a vote for the concrete ramp.  –Keith Keller  
 

 

 

Easter Lily Signup   - We will be taking orders for 
Easter lilies before and after church services today, 
and March 15th. A table will be set up in the Welcome 
Center for signups, with the cost being $22 per plant 
containing 5+ blooms.  Payment is due at time of 
order.  For those who might wish to bring your own 
lily or Easter flower, there will be a signup sheet 
available. -Kathy Jarboe 
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The Finance Committee will meet on Sunday, March 
22nd immediately following the service. -Jeff Schmitt 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

WELCA will be collecting Personal Care Kits 

for Lutheran World Relief during the weeks 

of Lent.  (February 18—April 2)  

Help provide much needed self-care items 

for families coping with poverty, disaster, 

conflict, and more. -Donna Rasche 
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 Ash Wednesday Service is at 6:30 PM on February 18th. 

Mid-Week Holden Services are at 6:30 PM on February 

25, March 4, March 11, March 19, and March 25.   

  

Lenten Meals starting at 5:30 PM 

 February 18th—Women of the ELCA  

 Chicken noodle soup, chicken salad sandwiches, and dessert 

  

 February 25th— LYO 

 Spaghetti, fettucine alfredo, salad, garlic bread, and dessert 

  

 March 4th—Worship & Music 

 Lasagna, salad, breadsticks, and dessert 

  

 March 11th— Christian Education  

 Taco bar and dessert 

  

 March 18th—Evangelism 

 Pulled pork, macaroni salad, baked beans, chips, and dessert 

  

 March 25th —Council 

 Hamburgers, hotdogs, potato salad, beans, and dessert 


