St. Paul’s Lutheran Church 1 Christmas
December 28, 2025

PRELUDE
RINGING OF THE BELLS
ANNOUNCEMENTS

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, Wonderful
Counselor, Mighty Savior, Prince of Peace.
C Amen.

Trusting in God'’s steadfast love and faithfulness, let
us confess our sin.



Reconciling God,

we yearn for your presence to transform our
grief, pain, and despair. We confess that we have
not always prepared room in our hearts for your
love; we have not always recognized your
presence among us; we have not always
embraced your message of peace. Be born in us
today and teach us to sing the joyful song of your
salvation.

Amen.

God’s grace upon grace flows over you. + Christ’s
presence redeems the whole creation. Your sins are
forgiven. Let the earth rejoice and be glad!

C Amen.

GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
C And also with you.
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HYMN OF PRAISE
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

O Lord God, you know that we cannot place our trust
in our own powers. As you protected the infant Jesus,
so defend us and all the needy from harm and
adversity, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord,
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and forever.

C Amen.



FIRST READING: Isaiah 63:7-9

/1 will recount the gracious deeds of the LoORD, the
praiseworthy acts of the LORD, because of all that the
LORD has done for us and the great favor to the house
of Israel that he has shown them according to his
mercy, according to the abundance of his steadfast
love. ®For he said, “Surely they are my people,
children who will not act deceitfully,” and he became
their savior ? in all their distress. It was no messenger
or angel but his presence that saved them; in his love
and pity it was he who redeemed them; he lifted them

up and carried them all the days of old.
The word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

RESPONSE: Psalm 148

(Refrain: The splendor of the LORD is over earth and
heaven.)

! Hallelujah! Praise the LORD from the heavens;
praise God in the heights.

C “Praise the LoRD, all you angels; sing praise, all
you hosts of heaven.
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3 Praise the LORD, sun and moon; sing praise, all you
shining stars.

C “Praise the LoRD, heaven of heavens, and you
waters above the heavens.

>Let them praise the name of the LORD, who
commanded, and they were created,

C °who made them stand fast forever and ever,
giving them a law that shall not pass

away. (Refrain)

’Praise the LORD from the earth, you sea monsters
and all deeps;

C ¢fire and hail, snow and fog, tempestuous
wind, doing God’s will;

°mountains and all hills, fruit trees and all cedars;

C '"wild beasts and all cattle, creeping things
and flying birds;



!1'sovereigns of the earth and all peoples, princes and
all rulers of the world;

C "“young men and maidens, old and young
together. (Refrain)

13 Let them praise the name of the LORD, whose name
only is exalted, whose splendor is over earth and
heaven.

C '"“"The LorD has raised up strength for the
people and praise for all faithful servants, the
children of Israel, a people who are near the LORD.
Hallelujah! (Refrain)

(Refrain: The splendor of the LORD is over earth and
heaven.)

SECOND READING: Hebrews 2:10-18

10Tt was fitting that God, for whom and through
whom all things exist, in bringing many children to
glory, should make the pioneer of their salvation
perfect through sufferings. ''For the one who
sanctifies and those who are sanctified all have one
Father. For this reason Jesus is not ashamed to call
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them brothers and sisters, '? saying, “I will proclaim
your name to my brothers and sisters; in the midst of
the congregation I will praise you.” 3 And again, “I
will put my trust in him.” And again, “Here am I and
the children whom God has given me.” #Since,
therefore, the children share flesh and blood, he
himself likewise shared the same things, so that
through death he might destroy the one who has the
power of death, that is, the devil, > and free those
who all their lives were held in slavery by the fear of
death. '°For it is clear that he did not come to help
angels but the descendants of Abraham. '” Therefore
he had to become like his brothers and sisters in
every respect, so that he might become a merciful and
faithful high priest in the service of God, to make a
sacrifice of atonement for the sins of the people.
18 Because he himself was tested by what he suffered,
he is able to help those who are being tested.

The word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION (10 measures organ intro)
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GOSPEL: Matthew 2:13-23

C Glory toyou, O Lord.

13 Now after [the magi] had left, an angel of the Lord
appeared to Joseph in a dream and said, “Get up, take
the child and his mother, and flee to Egypt, and
remain there until I tell you, for Herod is about to
search for the child, to destroy him.” '* Then Joseph
got up, took the child and his mother by night, and
went to Egypt > and remained there until the death
of Herod. This was to fulfill what had been spoken by
the Lord through the prophet, “Out of Egypt I have
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called my son.” '® When Herod saw that he had been
tricked by the magi, he was infuriated, and he sent
and Kkilled all the children in and around Bethlehem
who were two years old or under, according to the
time that he had learned from the magi. '’ Then what
had been spoken through the prophet Jeremiah was
fulfilled: '® “A voice was heard in Ramah, wailing and
loud lamentation, Rachel weeping for her children;
she refused to be consoled, because they are no
more.” “When Herod died, an angel of the Lord
suddenly appeared in a dream to Joseph in Egypt and
said, %Y “Get up, take the child and his mother, and go
to the land of Israel, for those who were seeking the
child’s life are dead.” ! Then Joseph got up, took the
child and his mother, and went to the land of Israel.
’2 But when he heard that Archelaus was ruling Judea
in place of his father Herod, he was afraid to go there.
And after being warned in a dream, he went away to
the district of Galilee. ?* There he made his home in a
town called Nazareth, so that what had been spoken
through the prophets might be fulfilled, “He will be
called a Nazarene.”

The gospel of the Lord.

C Praise to you, O Christ.
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SERMON

HYMN OF THE DAY
LBW 62 “The Bells of Christmas”

APOSTLE’S CREED
C Ibelieve in God, the Father almighty, Creator
of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. He
was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and
born of the Virgin Mary. He suffered under
Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was
buried. He descended into hell. On the third day
he rose again. He ascended into heaven, and is
seated at the right hand of the Father. He will
come again to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic
Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness
of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life
everlasting. Amen
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

Empowered by the news of Christ’s birth, let us pray
boldly for the church, creation, and all who are in
need.

God of grace, you show us mercy not according to our
worthiness, but according to the abundance of your
steadfast love. Grant us the courage to go into the
world and do likewise. Hear us, O God.

C Your mercy is great.

God of abundance, the sun and moon praise you and
the shining stars sing of your love. Where we have
desecrated your creation, make us into a healing
balm for what we have broken. Hear us, O God.

C Your mercy is great.

God of righteousness, when leaders fail to fulfill their
calls to enact justice, you suffer alongside us. Propel
those in power to see you reflected in the faces of all
they serve. Hear us, O God.

C Your mercy is great.
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God of life, you claim us as your own and care for us
as Christ's siblings. Pour out your compassion in
every place your people suffer, and protect them in
the palm of your hand. (We pray especially for Joe
Alles, Zach Andry, Ron Bauer, Clint Breitweiser, Angie
Danzer, Brenda, Elizabeth Hansen, Juanita Hembree,
Jean Hoffman, Lana Hoffman, Mary Ann Jerger,
Katrina, Carol Keller, Jeff Kelley, Jeremy Lee, Zach
Leinenbach, Bob Lottes, Zander Mann, Logan
Musgrave, Pat Opel, Tammy Peek, Remington Rainey,
Adam Ramsey, Steve Rothgerber, Melody Saylor,
Annette Schepers, Glen Schmitt, Dana Schnarr, Kaine
Seitz, Larry Sendelweck, Makenzie VanHoy, and all
those we name before you either silently or aloud.)
Hear us, O God.

C Your mercy is great.

We pray that you guide the military serving to protect
us. Grant them safety and wisdom to carry out their
assigned duties. (We pray especially for Austin
Breitwieser, Luke Himsel, Joshua Hoffman, and Cooper
Uebelhor.) Hear us, O God.

C Your mercy is great.
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God of compassion, you nurture children as the apple
of your eye. As you sheltered your son Jesus from
Herod’s grasp, shelter all children in danger. As you
comforted Rachel, comfort all who have lost children
to violence. Hear us, O God.

C Your mercy is great.

God of love, you console those who weep for lost
beloved ones. Even as we mourn, we offer thanks for
those who have gone before us, trusting in your
comfort and protection. Hear us, O God.

C Your mercy is great.

With the joy of Christ’'s birth in our hearts, we
commend our prayers to you, O God, trusting in your
boundless mercy and eternal love; through Jesus
Christ our Savior.

C Amen.

SHARING OF THE PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.
C And also with you.

OFFERING OF OUR TITHES AND GIFTS
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OFFERING PRAYER
Let us pray.

C God our provider, by your merciful hand
abundance springs up from the earth. Receive
and bless these gifts of your own bounty. Let
them be a sign of your steadfast love and
faithfulness for all people, through Jesus Christ
our Savior.

Amen.
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INSTRUCTIONS FOR COMMUNION

All who are baptized are welcome to receive Holy
Communion. Children who have not yet received
instruction about Holy Communion are invited to come
forward for a blessing. As you approach the communion
assistant, the first will hand you the bread. Take and eat
it. Then take a communion cup from the tray. After you
have taken the wine, place your empty cup in the tray
table beside the pillar.

DIALOGUE

The Lord be with you.
C And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
C Welift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
C Itisrightto give our thanks and praise.

PREFACE

[t is indeed right and salutary that we should at all
times and in all places offer thanks and praise to you,
O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everliving God. You
comforted your people with the promise of the
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Redeemer, through whom you will also make all
things new in the day when he comes again to judge
the world in righteousness. And so, with the Church
on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your
name and join their unending hymn:

SANCTUS (four measures introduction)
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EUCHARISTIC PRAYER

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus
took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to
his disciples, saying:

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and
gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for
you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

THE LORD’S PRAYER

C Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy
name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth
as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those
who trespass against us; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and
ever. Amen.
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COMMUNION
The body of Christ, given for you. Amen.
The blood of Christ, shed for you. Amen.

LAMB OF GOD
n i
? #
ANV =
) ¢ & & +
Lamb of God, you take a- way the sin of the world; have mer-cy on
N
7 N
ﬂmu? /K 7, '{ [ [ ) [/ [ ] '_! ’
J — ‘ ¢ & L
us. Lamb of God, you take a- way the sin of the world; have
— .
oy —— 2 e — :
B = |
mer-cy on us. Lamb of God, you take a - way the
N .
o o ——]
'y, - ; v i
sin of the world; grant us peace, grant us peace.
COMMUNION HYMNS

LBW 55  “Good Christian Friends, Rejoice”
LBW 41  “O Little Town of Bethlehem”
LBW 50  “Angles, from the Realms of Glory”

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ

strengthen you and keep you in his grace.
C Amen.
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POST COMMUNION CANTICLE (four measures introduction)
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PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Let us pray.

C Generous God, in bread and cup you have
revealed your glory for all people to see together.
Nourished by this meal, send us out to proclaim
your good news of liberation and release, brought
to birth in Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen
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BLESSING
The triune God, glorious Mystery, holy Incarnate One,

abiding Comforter, + bless you with endless grace,
peace, and joy.
C Amen.

SENDING HYMN
LBW 70  “Go Tell It on the Mountain”

DISMISSAL
Glory to God in the highest!
C And peace to God’s people on earth!

Go in joy. Embody God’s redeeming grace.
C Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE

Mission Statement: Worship Boldly, Empower for Discipleship,
Cultivate Spiritual Maturity, Strengthen Community, Serve.




THANK YOU TO THE FOLLOWING PEOPLE FOR
YOUR SERVICE TODAY:

Greeters: Bruce & Tina Terwiske
Comm. Asst: Jeff Schmitt
Video: Lori Keller

Organist: Barbara Dell
Lay Reader: Tina Terwiske

Audio: Keith Keller
Acolytes: Kix Smith and Trace Weisheit

ATTENDANCE LAST SUNDAY: SS:

CALENDAR FOR THE WEEK OF
Dec. 28t - Jan. 4th

Sun. Dec. 22st 8:00 AM Chancel Choir Practice
9:00 AM Sunday Worship Service

Sun. Jan. 4th 8:00 AM Chancel Choir Practice
9:00 AM Sunday Worship Service
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ST. PAUL’S ANNOUNCEMENTS
The flowers on the altar are in remembrance of
Radus Hembree’s 100™ birthday,
December 12, 2025.

2025 offering envelopes are available to pick-up in
the fellowship hall. Please remember envelope
numbers can change from year to year, so these
should only be used starting in January 2026. If you
cannot find a box with your name, please call Marcie
Rumfelt in the church office at (812)695-3061 or
email at: secretaryst.paul@frontier.com .

A number of community and state-wide charitable
opportunities have been made available to our
congregation. Information about these organizations
is available in the office should you wish to support
any of them. - Church Council

Wreaths Across America

Wreaths will be removed from the graves at 12:30
PM on Saturday, January 3, 2025.
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CEMETERY DUES REMINDER: Active members,
desiring burial rights, are required to pay cemetery
dues of a minimum of twenty dollars per family. This

includes all members in immediate family, including
non-member spouses, and children under the age of
eighteen. Every member over eighteen years of age
shall be required to pay the minimum cemetery dues
as an individual. No additional charge for gravesites
shall be made to members of St. Paul’s whose dues
are current. - Marvin, Tom, or Harvey

26



GASHIPRIZEIEQRIBES G05Y/2000[DRESSEDIIEAM
nmm«m

January 17, 2026




St. Paul’s will be collecting food items for our local food bank during the
month of December. This would be a great way to get the whole family
involved in giving this Christmas season. Create a box for the whole
month or add single items to the grocery cart in the welcome center.
See the Reverse Advent calendar for a list. ~Qonna Rasche

R N Be et B
ADVENT CALENDAR

EACH DAY ADD AN ITEM TO A BOX.
ON CHRISTMAS EVE DONATE THE CONTENTS TO A
FOOD BANK.

December 1 - box of cereal
December 2 - peanut butter
December 3 - stuffing mix
December 4 - boxed potatoes
December 5 - macaroni and cheese
December 6 - canned fruit
December 7 - canned tomatoes
December 8 - canned tuna
December 9 - dessert mix
December 10 - jar of applesauce
December 11 - canned sweet potatoes
December 12 - cranberry sauce
December 13 - canned beans
December 14 - box of crackers
December 15 - package of rice
December 16 - package of oatmeal
December 17 - package pasta
December 18 - spaghetti sauce
December 19 - chicken noodle soup
December 20 - tomato soup
December 21 - can corn

December 22 - can mixed vegetables
Degember 23 - can carrots

De ber 24 - can green beans

! § PASSIONATEPENNYPINCHER.COM
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D

28



SUNDAY SCHOOL
JANUARY 2026

1/4
WINTER BREAK - NO CLASS
BACKPACK BUDDIES

1/11
PREK-1ST: MEMORY WORK + GAMES
2ND-6TH: MEMORY WORK + GAMES

1/18
PREK-1ST: THE CHRISTMAS STORY RECAP
2ND-6TH: SHADRACH, MESHACH, & ABEDNEGO

1125

PREK-1ST: WISE MEN
2ND-6TH: DANIEL
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In Service to Our Coun

Austin Breitwieser Redzikowo, Poland
AMC Luke Himsel Virginia Beach, VA
Joshua Hoffman San Diego, CA

Cooper Uebelhor Colorado Springs, CO
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