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St. Paul’s Lutheran Church   Reformation   October 25, 2026 
 

PRELUDE   
 

RINGING OF THE BELLS 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

CALL TO WORSHIP 
As we celebrate the Reformation, let us also pray for 
reconciliation within the body of Christ. 
 

For the church that in every age has taught the faith 
to children, shared the sacraments, and fed the poor, 
C O God, we give you thanks. 
 

For those who work to create unity among all the 
churches and seek to find ways to walk together, 
C O God, we give you thanks. 
 

For those in every age who bring reformation and 
renewal to the church when it has become 
complacent, 
C O God, we give you thanks. 
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For those instances when we have driven out sisters 
and brothers who had a different vision of God’s will 
for us, 
C O God, we ask forgiveness. 
 

For the diversity of expression in our many churches 
and denominations and for the spirit of liberation 
that allows the church to continually renew itself, 
C O God, we give you thanks. 
 

For the church, that we may be worthy and willing to 
work at healing divisions among all worshiping 
communities throughout the whole world, we pray in 
the name of the God who is Creator of all. 
C Amen. 
 
GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
C And also with you. 
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KYRIE
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HYMN OF PRAISE 



5 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Almighty God, gracious Lord, we thank you that your 
Holy Spirit renews the church in every age. Pour out 
your Holy Spirit on your faithful people. Keep them 
steadfast in your word, protect and comfort them in 
times of trial, defend them against all enemies of the 
gospel, and bestow on the church your saving peace, 
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through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives 
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and forever. 
C Amen. 
 
FIRST READING: Jeremiah 31:31-34 
31 The days are surely coming, says the LORD, when I 
will make a new covenant with the house of Israel 
and the house of Judah. 32 It will not be like the 
covenant that I made with their ancestors when I 
took them by the hand to bring them out of the land 
of Egypt—a covenant that they broke, though I was 
their husband, says the LORD. 33 But this is the 
covenant that I will make with the house of Israel 
after those days, says the LORD: I will put my law 
within them, and I will write it on their hearts, and I 
will be their God, and they shall be my people. 34 No 
longer shall they teach one another or say to each 
other, “Know the LORD,” for they shall all know me, 
from the least of them to the greatest, says the LORD, 
for I will forgive their iniquity and remember their 
sin no more. 
 
The word of the Lord.  
C Thanks be to God. 
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PSALM 46 
(Refrain: The LORD of hosts is with us; the God of 
Jacob is our stronghold.) 
 
1 God is our refuge and strength, a very present help 
in trouble.  
 
C 2 Therefore we will not fear, though the earth 
be moved, and though the mountains shake in the 
depths of the sea; 
 
3 though its waters rage and foam, and though the 
mountains tremble with its tumult. 
 
C 4 There is a river whose streams make glad the 
city of God, the holy habitation of the Most High. 
 
5 God is in the midst of the city; it shall not be shaken; 
God shall help it at the break of day. 
 
C 6 The nations rage, and the kingdoms shake;   
God speaks, and the earth melts away. (Refrain) 
 
7 The LORD of hosts is with us; the God of Jacob is our 
stronghold.  
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C 8 Come now, regard the works of the LORD,  
what desolations God has brought upon the earth; 
 
9 behold the one who makes war to cease in all the 
world; who breaks the bow, and shatters the spear, 
and burns the shields with fire. 
 
10 “Be still, then, and know that I am God; I will be 
exalted among the nations; I will be exalted in the 
earth.” 
 
11 The LORD of hosts is with us; the God of Jacob is our 
stronghold. (Refrain) 
 
(Refrain: The LORD of hosts is with us; the God of 
Jacob is our stronghold.) 
 
SECOND READING: Romans 3:19-28 
19 Now we know that, whatever the law says, it speaks 
to those who are under the law, so that every mouth 
may be silenced and the whole world may be held 
accountable to God. 20 For no human will be justified 
before him by deeds prescribed by the law, for 
through the law comes the knowledge of sin. 21 But 
now, apart from the law, the righteousness of God has 
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been disclosed and is attested by the Law and the 
Prophets, 22 the righteousness of God through the 
faith of Jesus Christ for all who believe. For there is no 
distinction, 23 since all have sinned and fall short of 
the glory of God; 24 they are now justified by his grace 
as a gift, through the redemption that is in Christ 
Jesus, 25 whom God put forward as a sacrifice of 
atonement by his blood, effective through faith. He 
did this to demonstrate his righteousness, because in 
his divine forbearance he had passed over the sins 
previously committed; 26 it was to demonstrate at the 
present time his own righteousness, so that he is 
righteous and he justifies the one who has the faith of 
Jesus. 27 Then what becomes of boasting? It is 
excluded. Through what kind of law? That of works? 
No, rather through the law of faith. 28 For we hold that 
a person is justified by faith apart from works 
prescribed by the law. 
 

The word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  (10 measures organ intro) 

 
GOSPEL:   John 8:31-36 
 

C Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

31 Jesus said to the Jews who had believed in him, “If 
you continue in my word, you are truly my disciples, 
32 and you will know the truth, and the truth will 
make you free.” 33 They answered him, “We are 
descendants of Abraham and have never been slaves 
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to anyone. What do you mean by saying, ‘You will be 
made free’?” 34 Jesus answered them, “Very truly, I tell 
you, everyone who commits sin is a slave to sin. 35 The 
slave does not have a permanent place in the 
household; the son has a place there forever. 36 So if 
the Son makes you free, you will be free indeed.” 
 
The gospel of the Lord. 
C Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
CHILDREN’S SERMON 
 
SERMON  Augie Bauer 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY  
LBW 365 “Built on a Rock” 
 
APOSTLE’S CREED 
C I believe in God, the Father almighty, Creator  
of Heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.  
He was conceived by the power of the Holy 
Spirit and born of the Virgin Mary. He suffered 
under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and 
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was buried.  He descended into hell. On the third 
day he rose again. He ascended into heaven, and 
is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will 
come again to judge the living and the dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic 
Church, the communion of saints, the 
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting.  Amen 
 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
 

Seeking the Spirit of God who makes all things new, 
we pray for the church and the world. 
 
As we celebrate Reformation Sunday, we remember 
the witness of Martin Luther and the reformers of the 
church in every generation. Empower us to continue 
the work of reform and renewal in our own day. Hear 
us, O God. 
C Your mercy is great. 
 
We pray for the healing of natural places despoiled by 
pollution and human greed. Give all living creatures 
access to safe land, water, and air. Hear us, O God. 
C Your mercy is great. 
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We pray for our criminal justice systems and all those 
whose lives are affected by them. Give wisdom and 
discernment to police, probation officers, judges, and 
attorneys; give courage and peace to prisoners and 
the formerly incarcerated. Hear us, O God. 
C Your mercy is great. 
 
We ask your blessing upon all people who have been 
harmed by the church and its leaders, that the truth 
may make them free. We pray for the relief of all 
those who are sick or suffering. (We pray especially 
for Greg Bauer, Marlene Fuhrman, Ken Keller, and all 
those we name before you either silently or aloud.) 
Hear us, O God. 
C Your mercy is great. 
 
We give thanks for those exploring or returning to a 
life of faith. Encourage and guide them, that they may 
find their hope in you. Hear us, O God. 
C Your mercy is great. 
 
With gratitude, we remember those disciples who 
paved the way for us and all of our beloved dead. Hear 
us, O God. 
C Your mercy is great. 
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We pray that you guide the military serving to protect 
us.  Grant them safety and wisdom to carry out their 
assigned duties. (We pray especially for Luke Himsel, 
Joshua Hoffman, and Cooper Uebelhor.) Hear us, O 
God. 
C Your mercy is great. 
 

Trusting in your boundless grace, O God, we lift up 
these spoken prayers and those in our hearts; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
C Amen. 
 
SHARING OF THE PEACE 
 

The peace of Christ be with you always. 
C And also with you. 
 

OFFERING OF OUR TITHES AND GIFTS 
 

OFFERTORY       
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OFFERTORY RESPONSE 

 

 
 
OFFERING PRAYER 
 

Let us pray. 
C Blessed are you, O God, source of every gift of 
your creation.  By these gifts and with our lives, 
help us to serve one another and all in need, 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
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THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 

C Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be 
thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our 
daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we 
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead 
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the 
glory, forever and ever.  Amen. 
 
BLESSING 

The God of grace ☩ bless you now and forever. 
C Amen. 
 

SENDING HYMN      
LBW 229  “A Mighty Fortress Is Our God”  
 

DISMISSAL 
Go out in joy. Be led forth in peace. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 
POSTLUDE 
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Mission Statement: Worship Boldly, Empower for Discipleship, 
Cultivate Spiritual Maturity, Strengthen Community, Serve. 

 
Music used in today's service is covered under One License # A-743630. This license allows us to 

reproduce; project and stream music used during worship. All rights reserved. 
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Thank you to the following people for your service today. 
 

Greeters:   Wayen & JoAnn Schnarr 
Comm. Asst:  
Video:   Lori Keller 
Organist:   Barbara Dell 
Lay Reader:  Duane Hembree 
Audio:     Keith Keller 
Acolytes:  Elin Ruhe 
 

 
ATTENDANCE LAST SUNDAY:   114     SS:   

 

 
CALENDAR FOR THE WEEK OF 

Oct. 25th – Nov. 1st 
 

Sun., Oct. 25th     8:00 AM Chancel Choir Practice 
 9:00 AM Sunday Worship Service 
  no communion  
  

Wed., Oct. 28th     6:30 PM Handbell Practice 
 6:30 PM Confirmation  
 

 

Sun., Nov. 1st      8:00 AM Chancel Choir Practice 
 9:00 AM Sunday Worship Service 
  (Sunday School following communion - 10:30 AM) 
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Please continue to keep in your prayers, Alexis, 
Brenda, Carol, Donna, Ely, Katrina, Druscilla 
Chestnut, Amy DeKemper, Keith Freyberger, Dorothy 
Fuhrman, Elizabeth Hansen, Hester James, Lana 
Hoffman, Mary Ann Jerger, Judy Kieffner, Carol Keller, 
Don Krodel, Zach Leinenbach, Madison Mann, Jeanne 
Marks, Gene Mehne, Dean Mehringer, Melvin Meyer, 
Logan Musgrave, Bob and Edith Nugent, Christine 
Probst, Anita Reed, Annette Schepers, Jim Seitz, 
Kaine Seitz, Leon Seitz, Larry Sendelweck, Audrey 
Weisheit, and Darlene Ziegler. 
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ST. PAUL’S ANNOUNCEMENTS 
If you have a college student, please turn his/her address 
into the office by Oct. 31 so the Evangelism Committee 
can send them a care package.  
-Jennifer Bauer and Martha Church 
 

 

 

 

 

WELCA BOOK SIGN-UPS 
There are sign-up sheets on the welcome center desk 
for committees for the 2027 year. Committees 
include flower, visiting, birthday cakes for members 
85+, and refreshments for our monthly 
meetings.  Please review the list and faithfully 
consider one of these projects.  
 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 

November 1st  
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Listening Assistance Devices are available for use 
during our services. These devices can be found in the 
small bookcase just inside the doors between the 
Welcome Center and Narthex. 
 
 

Are you moving away to go to college and would like a 
little taste of home every month. Sign up for the monthly 
Epistle newsletter!  (See the sign-up form page.)  
 

 
Have an announcement, special event, accomplishment, 

etc. you would like to share with your church family? 

Epistle Newsletter content and pictures always welcome! 

Call or email Marcie        

812-695-3061 / secretaryst.paul@frontier.com 
 

 
 

mailto:secretaryst.paul@frontier.com
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If you are currently not, and would like to receive 
the monthly newsletter, weekly bulletin email, or 
prayer chain email, please leave this form below in 
the box outside the church office.     
----------------------------------------------------------------- 
Name ________________________________________ 
 

o St. Paul’s newsletter, “The Epistle”  
o weekly bulletin email 
o weekly prayer list email 

(please check selections) 

 

Email: __________________________________________________________ 
 
Mailing address for newsletter: 

 
_______________________________ 
 
_______________________________ 
 

 

 
 
 


