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St. Paul’s Lutheran Church      Pentecost 11      August 9, 2026 
 

PRELUDE   
 

RINGING OF THE BELLS 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

CONFESSIONS AND FORGIVENESS 

Blessed be the holy Trinity,☩ one God, whose 
compassion endures forever. 
C Amen. 
 

Let us confess our sin to God. 
 

Compassionate God, 
C we confess to you all our sins. Our burden is 
heavy, and we cannot free ourselves. In your 
mercy, call us back to you. Your yoke is easy and 
your burden is light. Restore us to dwell in your 
peace. In Christ’s name we pray,  
Amen. 
 

Jesus says, “Come to me, all you who are weary and 
are carrying heavy burdens, and I will give you rest.” 

In the name of God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, 
your sins are forgiven. Rest in God’s love. 
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C Amen. 
 
GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
C And also with you. 
 
KYRIE     
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HYMN OF PRAISE    
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
O God our defender, storms rage around and within 
us and cause us to be afraid. Rescue your people from 
despair, deliver your sons and daughters from fear, 
and preserve us in the faith of your Son, Jesus Christ, 
our Savior and Lord. 
C Amen. 
 

FIRST READING:   1 Kings 19:9-18 

9 At [Horeb, the mount of God,][Elijah] came to a cave 
and spent the night there. Then the word of the LORD 
came to him, saying, “What are you doing here, 
Elijah?” 10 He answered, “I have been very zealous for 
the LORD, the God of hosts, for the Israelites have 
forsaken your covenant, thrown down your altars, 
and killed your prophets with the sword. I alone am 
left, and they are seeking my life, to take it away.” 
11 He said, “Go out and stand on the mountain before 
the LORD, for the LORD is about to pass by.” Now there 
was a great wind, so strong that it was splitting 
mountains and breaking rocks in pieces before the 
LORD, but the LORD was not in the wind, and after the 
wind an earthquake, but the LORD was not in the 
earthquake, 12 and after the earthquake a fire, but the 
LORD was not in the fire, and after the fire a sound of 
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sheer silence. 13 When Elijah heard it, he wrapped his 
face in his mantle and went out and stood at the 
entrance of the cave. Then there came a voice to him 
that said, “What are you doing here, Elijah?” 14 He 
answered, “I have been very zealous for the LORD, the 
God of hosts, for the Israelites have forsaken your 
covenant, thrown down your altars, and killed your 
prophets with the sword. I alone am left, and they are 
seeking my life, to take it away.” 15 Then the LORD said 
to him, “Go, return on your way to the wilderness of 
Damascus; when you arrive, you shall anoint Hazael 
as king over Aram. 16 Also you shall anoint Jehu son of 
Nimshi as king over Israel, and you shall anoint Elisha 
son of Shaphat of Abel-meholah as prophet in your 
place. 17 Whoever escapes from the sword of Hazael, 
Jehu shall kill, and whoever escapes from the sword 
of Jehu, Elisha shall kill. 18 Yet I will leave seven 
thousand in Israel, all the knees that have not bowed 
to Baal, and every mouth that has not kissed him.” 
 

The word of the Lord.  
C Thanks be to God. 
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PSALM 85:8-13 
(Refrain: I will listen to what the LORD God is saying.) 
 
8 I will listen to what the LORD God is saying; for you 
speak peace to your faithful people and to those who 
turn their hearts to you. 
 
C 9 Truly, your salvation is very near to those 
who fear you, that your glory may dwell in our 
land. (Refrain) 
 
10 Steadfast love and faithfulness have met together;   
righteousness and peace have kissed each other. 
 
C 11 Faithfulness shall spring up from the earth,  
and righteousness shall look down from heaven. 
 
12 The LORD will indeed grant prosperity, and our land 
will yield its increase. 
 
C 13 Righteousness shall go before the LORD and 
shall prepare for God a pathway. (Refrain) 
 

(Refrain: I will listen to what the LORD God is saying.) 
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SECOND READING:   Romans 10:5-15 
5 Moses writes concerning the righteousness that 
comes from the law, that “the person who does these 
things will live by them.” 6 But the righteousness that 
comes from faith says, “Do not say in your heart, ‘Who 
will ascend into heaven?’ ” (that is, to bring Christ 
down) 7 “or ‘Who will descend into the abyss?’ ” (that 
is, to bring Christ up from the dead). 8 But what does 
it say? “The word is near you, in your mouth and in 
your heart” (that is, the word of faith that we 
proclaim), 9 because if you confess with your mouth 
that Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart that God 
raised him from the dead, you will be saved. 10 For 
one believes with the heart, leading to righteousness, 
and one confesses with the mouth, leading to 
salvation. 11 The scripture says, “No one who believes 
in him will be put to shame.” 12 For there is no 
distinction between Jew and Greek; the same Lord is 
Lord of all and is generous to all who call on him. 
13 For “everyone who calls on the name of the Lord 
shall be saved.” 14 But how are they to call on one in 
whom they have not believed? And how are they to 
believe in one of whom they have never heard? And 
how are they to hear without someone to proclaim 
him? 15 And how are they to proclaim him unless they 
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are sent? As it is written, “How beautiful are the feet 
of those who bring good news!” 
 
The word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  

 
 
GOSPEL:   Matthew 17:10-27 
 

C Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

10 And the disciples asked him, “Why, then, do the 
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scribes say that Elijah must come first?” 11 He 
replied, “Elijah is indeed coming and will restore all 
things, 12 but I tell you that Elijah has already come, 
and they did not recognize him, but they did to him 
whatever they pleased. So also the Son of Man is 
about to suffer at their hands.” 13 Then the disciples 
understood that he was speaking to them about 
John the Baptist. 14 When they came to the crowd, a 
man came to him, knelt before him, 15 and said, 
“Lord, have mercy on my son, for he has epilepsy 
and suffers terribly; he often falls into the fire and 
often into the water. 16 And I brought him to your 
disciples, but they could not cure him.” 17 Jesus 
answered, “You faithless and perverse generation, 
how much longer must I be with you? How much 
longer must I put up with you? Bring him here to 
me.” 18 And Jesus rebuked the demon, and it came 
out of him, and the boy was cured from that 
moment. 19 Then the disciples came to Jesus 
privately and said, “Why could we not cast it 
out?” 20 He said to them, “Because of your little faith. 
For truly I tell you, if you have faith the size of a 
mustard seed, you will say to this mountain, ‘Move 
from here to there,’ and it will move, and nothing 
will be impossible for you.” 22 As they were 
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gathering in Galilee, Jesus said to them, “The Son of 
Man is going to be betrayed into human 
hands, 23 and they will kill him, and on the third day 
he will be raised.” And they were greatly distressed. 
24 When they reached Capernaum, the collectors of 
the temple tax came to Peter and said, “Does your 
teacher not pay the temple tax?” 25 He said, “Yes, he 
does.” And when he came home, Jesus spoke of it 
first, asking, “What do you think, Simon? From 
whom do kings of the earth take toll or tribute? 
From their children or from others?” 26 When Peter 
said, “From others,” Jesus said to him, “Then the 
children are free. 27 However, so that we do not give 
offense to them, go to the sea and cast a hook; take 
the first fish that comes up, and when you open its 
mouth you will find a coin; take that and give it to 
them for you and me.” 
 
The gospel of the Lord. 
C Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
BLESSING OF THE BACKPACKS & NEW DRIVERS  
 
SERMON  Pastor Timothy Holt 
 



11 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY   
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APOSTLE’S CREED 
 

C I believe in God, the Father almighty, Creator  
of Heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.  
He was conceived by the power of the Holy 
Spirit and born of the Virgin Mary. He suffered 
under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and 
was buried.  He descended into hell. On the third 
day he rose again. He ascended into heaven, and 
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is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will 
come again to judge the living and the dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic 
Church, the communion of saints, the 
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting.  Amen 
 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
With bold trust in God’s unfailing provision, we pray 
for the church, those in need, and all of God’s creation. 
 
We pray for the servants of your gospel in every 
place, that your word may be heard. Where your 
voice is scorned and your people persecuted, 
strengthen the church in its faithful witness. Merciful 
God, 
C receive our prayer. 
 
For leaders of towns, states, nations, and 
organizations, and all who are in positions of 
authority, that they lead with justice and integrity. 
Teach us to respond with Christlike mercy to all who 
are afraid or in danger. Merciful God, 
C receive our prayer. 
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For all who struggle amid the storms of life, that they 
find peace and hope in your loving presence. Comfort 
any who are lonely and grieving and all who suffer. 
(We pray especially for Alexis, Brenda, Carol, Donna, Ely, 
Katrina, Leroy, Ron Bauer, Druscilla Chestnut, Amy 
DeKemper, Keith Freyberger, Dorothy Fuhrman, 
Elizabeth Hansen, Jackson Joseph Hoffman, Lana 
Hoffman, Mary Ann Jerger, Carol Keller, Don Krodel, 
Nancy Krodel,  Rex Krodel, Wanda Krodel, Zach 
Leinenbach, Madison Mann, Jeanne Marks, Dean 
Mehringer, Melvin Meyer, Logan Musgrave, Bob Nugent, 
Christine Probst, Anita Reed, Annette Schepers, Jim 
Seitz, Kaine Seitz, Judy Wessel, and all those we name 
before you either silently or aloud.) Merciful God, 
C receive our prayer. 
 
For this congregation and its ministries, that they 
reflect your love and life amid a turbulent world. 
Guide council members, elders, and other church 
leaders with your still, calm voice. Merciful God, 
C receive our prayer. 
  
We give thanks for the faithful who have gone before 
us. Guide us in our earthly journey, that we may one 
day join them in your eternal kingdom. Merciful God, 
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C receive our prayer. 
 
We pray that you guide the military serving to protect 
us.  Grant them safety and wisdom to carry out their 
assigned duties. (We pray especially for Luke Himsel, 
Joshua Hoffman, and Cooper Uebelhor.)  Merciful God,  
C receive our prayer. 
 
Receive our prayers and answer, O God, as you have 
promised. All this we ask in the name of your Son, 
Jesus Christ our Lord. 
C Amen. 
 
SHARING OF THE PEACE 
The peace of Christ be with you always. 
C And also with you. 
 
OFFERING OF OUR TITHES AND GIFTS 
 
OFFERTORY       
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OFFERTORY RESPONSE (Verse 1 only) 
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OFFERING PRAYER 
Let us pray. 
C Jesus, Bread of life, you have set this table with 
your very self, and called us to the feast of plenty. 
Gather what has been sown among us, and 
strengthen us in this meal. Make us to be what we 
receive here, your body for the life of the world. 
Amen 
 
INSTRUCTIONS FOR COMMUNION 
All who are baptized are welcome to receive Holy 
Communion. Children who have not yet received 
instruction about Holy Communion are invited to come 
forward for a blessing. As you approach the 
communion assistant, the first will hand you the bread.  
Take and eat it.  Then take a communion cup from the 
tray. After you have taken the wine, place your empty 
cup in the tray table beside the pillar. 
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DIALOGUE 
The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
 

Lift up your hearts. 
C We lift them to the Lord. 
 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
PREFACE 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should 
at all times and in all places give thanks and praise to 
you, almighty and merciful God, for the glorious 
resurrection of our Savior Jesus Christ; who, 
enthroned forever at your right hand, intercedes for 
us as our great high priest.  And so, with Mary 
Magdalene and Peter and all the witnesses of the 
resurrection, with earth and sea and all their 
creatures, and with angels and archangels, cherubim 
and seraphim, we praise your name and join their 
unending hymn: 
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SANCTUS 

 
 
EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 
 

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord 
Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and 
gave it to his disciples, saying: 
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Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed 
for you and for all people for the forgiveness of 
sin.  Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 
THE LORD’S PRAYER 
C Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be 
thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our 
daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we 
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead 
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the 
glory, forever and ever.  Amen. 
 
COMMUNION 
The body of Christ, given for you.  Amen. 
The blood of Christ, shed for you.  Amen. 
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LAMB OF GOD 

 
 
COMMUNION HYMNS 
WOV 684  “Spirit, Spirit of Gentleness” 
WOV 701  “What Feast of Love” 
WOV 693 “Baptized in Water” 
 

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ 
strengthen you and keep you in his grace.  
C Amen. 
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POST COMMUNION CANTICLE  (Verse 1 only)    
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PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
Let us pray 
C Jesus, Bread of life, we have received from 
your table more than we could ever ask.  As you 
have nourished us in this meal, now strengthen 
us to love the world with your own life. In your 
name we pray.  Amen. 
 
BLESSING 

Creator, Redeemer, Sustainer, ☩ one God, bless, heal, 
and hold you today and always. 
C Amen. 
 

SENDING HYMN  
LBW 320 “Oh God, Our Help in Ages Past”    
 
DISMISSAL 
Heaven has come near. Go, share the good news! 
C Thanks be to God.  
 

POSTLUDE 
 

Mission Statement: Worship Boldly, Empower for Discipleship, 
Cultivate Spiritual Maturity, Strengthen Community, Serve. 

 
Music used in today's service is covered under One License # A-743630. This license allows us to 

reproduce; project and stream music used during worship. All rights reserved. 
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THANK YOU TO THE FOLLOWING PEOPLE FOR YOUR 
SERVICE TODAY: 
 
Greeters:   Terry and Deena Seitz 
Comm. Asst:   Brandie Beck 
Video:    JoAn Breitwieser 
Organist:    Arlene Vonderheide 
Lay Reader:   Terry Seitz 
Audio:    Bryan Buchta           
Acolytes:   Elin Ruhe 
Altar Guild: Tina Terwiske, Gabbie Chinn, Talia 

Myrick, Tara Uebelhor 
 

 
 

 

ATTENDANCE LAST SUNDAY:  150 
   

CALENDAR FOR THE WEEK OF 
Aug. 9th – Aug. 16th 

 

Sun., Aug. 9nd       9:00 AM Sunday Worship Service 
    (Backpack/New Driver Blessings) 
  

Thurs., Aug. 13th   1:30 PM Worship & Music Meeting 
           

Sun., Aug. 16th        7:30 AM Church Council Meeting 
  9:00 AM Sunday Worship Service 
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ST. PAUL’S ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

The next Archives Meeting is Wednesday, August 19th 
at 9:30 AM.   
 

 
Finance committee will meet after church on Sunday, 
August 23rd.  -Jeff Schmitt 
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If you are currently not, and would like to receive 
the monthly newsletter, weekly bulletin email, or 
prayer chain email, please leave this form below in 
the box outside the church office.     
----------------------------------------------------------------- 
 

Name ________________________________________ 
 

o St. Paul’s newsletter, “The Epistle”  
o weekly bulletin email 
o weekly prayer list email 

(please check selections) 

 

Email: __________________________________________________________ 
 
Mailing address for newsletter: 

 
_______________________________ 
 
_______________________________ 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Thanks, 
   Marcie, secretary  

 
 



28 

 

Have an announcement, special event, accomplishment, 

etc. you would like to share with your church family? 

Epistle Newsletter content and pictures always welcome! 
 

Call or email Marcie        

812-695-3061 / secretaryst.paul@frontier.com 

  
 

Listening Assistance Devices are available for use 
during our services. These devices can be found in the 
small bookcase just inside the doors between the 
Welcome Center and Narthex. 
 
 

 

 
 

 


