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St. Paul’s Lutheran Church Pentecost 16 
September 28, 2025 

 
PRELUDE   
 
RINGING OF THE BELLS 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, our maker, 
our helper, and our keeper. 
C Amen. 
 
Trusting in God’s mercy, let us confess our sin in the 
presence of God and of one another. 
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God of all mercy and consolation, 
C  come to the aide of your people, turning us 
from our sin to live for you alone. Give us the 
power of your Holy Spirit that, attentive to your 
Word, we may confess our sins, receive your 
forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of your 
Son, Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 
Even when we are faithless, God remains faithful. 
Jesus Christ came into the world to save sinners. You 

who were lost have been found. In the name of ☩ 
Jesus, your sins are forgiven! 
C Amen. 
 
GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
C And also with you. 
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KYRIE 
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HYMN OF PRAISE 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

O God, rich in mercy, you look with compassion on 
this troubled world. Feed us with your grace, and 
grant us the treasure that comes only from you, 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
C Amen. 
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HOLY BAPTISM OF TALEN LEE SHELTON AND 
BAPTISMAL REMEMBERANCE OF EMMA SHELTON 

 

PRESENTATION 
P In baptism our gracious heavenly Father frees us 
from sin and death by joining us to the death and 
resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ. We are born 
children of a fallen humanity; by water and the Holy 
Spirit we are reborn children of God and made 
members of the church, the body of Christ. Living with 
Christ and in the communion of saints, we grow in faith, 
love, and obedience to the will of God. 
 
Sponsor:  I present Talen Lee Shelton to receive 
the Sacrament of Holy Baptism. 
 
P Called by the Holy Spirit, trusting in the grace and 
love of God, do you desire to have your child baptized 
into Christ? 
Parent: I do. 
 
P As you support your child in receiving the gift of 
baptism, you are entrusted with responsibilities:  to 
live with him among God's faithful people, bring him 
to the word of God and the holy supper, teach him the 
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Lord's Prayer, the Creed, and the Ten 
Commandments, place in his hands the holy 
scriptures, and nurture him in faith and prayer, so 
that he may learn to trust God, proclaim Christ 
through word and deed, care for others and the world 
God made, and work for justice and peace. 
 
P Do you promise to help Talen grow in the 
Christian faith and life? 
Parent:  I do. 
 
P Do you promise to nurture him in the Christian 
faith as you are empowered by God's Spirit, and to 
help him live in the covenant of baptism and in 
communion with the church? 
Parent:  I do. 
 
P People of God, do you promise to support Talen 
and pray for him in his new life in Christ? 
C We do. 
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PROFESSION OF FAITH (CREED)  
P I ask you to profess your faith in Christ Jesus, 
reject sin, and confess the faith of the church. 
 

P Do you renounce the devil and all the forces that 
defy God? 
C I renounce them. 
 

P Do you renounce the powers of this world that 
rebel against God? 
C I renounce them. 
 

P Do you renounce the ways of sin that draw you 
from God? 
C I renounce them. 
 
P Do you believe in God the Father? 
C I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
 creator of heaven and earth. 
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P Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God? 
C I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our 
Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born 
of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended 
into hell, On the third day he rose again; he 
ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right 
hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the 
living and the dead. 
 
P Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit? 
C I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic 
church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness 
of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life 
everlasting. 
 

THANKSGIVING AT THE FONT 
P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
 

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

P We give you thanks, O God, for in the beginning 
your Spirit moved over the waters and by your Word 
you created the world, calling forth life in which you 
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took delight. Through the waters of the flood you 
delivered Noah and his family, and through the sea 
you led your people of Israel from slavery into 
freedom. At the river your Son was baptized by John 
and anointed with the Holy Spirit. By the baptism of 
Jesus' death and resurrection you set us free from the 
power of sin and death and raise us up to live in you. 
 

Pour out your Holy Spirit, the power of your living 
Word, that those who are washed in the waters of 
baptism may be given new life. To you be given honor 
and praise through Jesus Christ our Lord, in the unity 
of the Holy Spirit, now and forever. 
C Amen. 
 

BAPTISM   
P Talen, I baptize you in the name of the Father, and 
of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen  
 

WELCOME    
P Let us pray. 
We give you thanks, O God, that through water and 
the Holy Spirit you give your daughters and sons new 
birth, cleanse them from sin, and raise them to 
eternal life. 
 



11 

 

P Sustain Talen with the gift of your Holy Spirit: the 
spirit of wisdom and understanding, the spirit of 
counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and the 
fear of the Lord, the spirit of joy in your presence, 
both now and forever. 
C Amen 
 

SIGNING WITH THE CROSS 
 

P Talen, child of God, you have been sealed by the 
Holy Spirit and marked with the cross of Christ 
forever. 
Parent & Sponsor:  Amen 
 

GIVING OF THE LIGHT 
 

A Let your light so shine before others that they may 
see your good works and glorify your Father in heaven.   
 

❖ PRESENTATION OF GIFTS 
 

C We welcome you into the body of Christ and 
into the mission we share: join us in giving thanks 
and praise to God and bearing God's creative and 
redeeming word to all the world. 
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FIRST READING: Genesis 21:1-20, 22:1-19  
1 The Lord dealt with Sarah as he had said, and 
the Lord did for Sarah as he had promised. 2 Sarah 
conceived and bore Abraham a son in his old age, at 
the time of which God had spoken to him. 3 Abraham 
gave the name Isaac to his son whom Sarah bore 
him. 4 And Abraham circumcised his son Isaac when 
he was eight days old, as God had commanded 
him. 5 Abraham was a hundred years old when his 
son Isaac was born to him. 6 Now Sarah said, “God has 
brought laughter for me; everyone who hears will 
laugh with me.” 7 And she said, “Who would ever have 
said to Abraham that Sarah would nurse children? 
Yet I have borne him a son in his old age.” 8 The child 
grew and was weaned, and Abraham made a great 
feast on the day that Isaac was weaned. 9 But Sarah 
saw the son of Hagar the Egyptian, whom she had 
borne to Abraham, playing with her son Isaac. 10 So 
she said to Abraham, “Cast out this slave woman with 
her son, for the son of this slave woman shall not 
inherit along with my son Isaac.” 11 The matter was 
very distressing to Abraham on account of his 
son. 12 But God said to Abraham, “Do not be 
distressed because of the boy and because of your 
slave woman; whatever Sarah says to you, do as she 
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tells you, for it is through Isaac that offspring shall be 
named for you. 13 As for the son of the slave woman, I 
will make a nation of him also, because he is your 
offspring.” 14 So Abraham rose early in the morning 
and took bread and a skin of water and gave it to 
Hagar, putting it on her shoulder, along with the child, 
and sent her away. And she departed and wandered 
about in the wilderness of Beer-sheba. 15 When the 
water in the skin was gone, she cast the child under 
one of the bushes. 16 Then she went and sat down 
opposite him a good way off, about the distance of a 
bowshot, for she said, “Do not let me look on the 
death of the child.” And as she sat opposite him, she 
lifted up her voice and wept. 17 And God heard the 
voice of the boy, and the angel of God called to Hagar 
from heaven and said to her, “What troubles you, 
Hagar? Do not be afraid, for God has heard the voice 
of the boy where he is. 18 Come, lift up the boy and 
hold him fast with your hand, for I will make a great 
nation of him.” 19 Then God opened her eyes, and she 
saw a well of water. She went and filled the skin with 
water and gave the boy a drink. 20 God was with the 
boy, and he grew up; he lived in the wilderness and 
became an expert with the bow.  
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1 After these things God tested Abraham. He said to 
him, “Abraham!” And he said, “Here I am.” 2 He said, 
“Take your son, your only son Isaac, whom you love, 
and go to the land of Moriah and offer him there as a 
burnt offering on one of the mountains that I shall 
show you.” 3 So Abraham rose early in the morning, 
saddled his donkey, and took two of his young men 
with him and his son Isaac; he cut the wood for the 
burnt offering and set out and went to the place in the 
distance that God had shown him. 4 On the third day 
Abraham looked up and saw the place far 
away. 5 Then Abraham said to his young men, “Stay 
here with the donkey; the boy and I will go over there; 
we will worship, and then we will come back to 
you.” 6 Abraham took the wood of the burnt offering 
and laid it on his son Isaac, and he himself carried the 
fire and the knife. And the two of them walked on 
together. 7 Isaac said to his father Abraham, “Father!” 
And he said, “Here I am, my son.” He said, “The fire 
and the wood are here, but where is the lamb for a 
burnt offering?” 8 Abraham said, “God himself will 
provide the lamb for a burnt offering, my son.” And 
the two of them walked on together. 9 When they 
came to the place that God had shown him, Abraham 
built an altar there and laid the wood in order. He 
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bound his son Isaac and laid him on the altar on top 
of the wood. 10 Then Abraham reached out his hand 
and took the knife to kill his son. 11 But the angel of 
the Lord called to him from heaven and said, 
“Abraham, Abraham!” And he said, “Here I am.” 12 He 
said, “Do not lay your hand on the boy or do anything 
to him, for now I know that you fear God, since you 
have not withheld your son, your only son, from 
me.” 13 And Abraham looked up and saw a ram, 
caught in a thicket by its horns. Abraham went and 
took the ram and offered it up as a burnt offering 
instead of his son. 14 So Abraham called that place 
“The Lord will provide,” as it is said to this day, “On 
the mount of the Lord it shall be provided.” 15 The 
angel of the Lord called to Abraham a second time 
from heaven 16 and said, “By myself I have sworn, 
says the Lord: Because you have done this, and have 
not withheld your son, your only son, 17 I will indeed 
bless you, and I will make your offspring as numerous 
as the stars of heaven and as the sand that is on the 
seashore. And your offspring shall possess the gate of 
their enemies, 18 and by your offspring shall all the 
nations of the earth gain blessing for themselves, 
because you have obeyed my voice.” 19 So Abraham 
returned to his young men, and they arose and went 
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together to Beer-sheba, and Abraham lived at Beer-
sheba. 
 
The word of the Lord.  
C Thanks be to God. 
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  (10 measures organ intro) 
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GOSPEL:   Luke 16:19-31 
 

C Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

[Jesus said:] 19 “There was a rich man who was 
dressed in purple and fine linen and who feasted 
sumptuously every day. 20 And at his gate lay a poor 
man named Lazarus, covered with sores, 21 who 
longed to satisfy his hunger with what fell from the 
rich man’s table; even the dogs would come and lick 
his sores. 22 The poor man died and was carried away 
by the angels to be with Abraham. The rich man also 
died and was buried. 23 In Hades, where he was being 
tormented, he lifted up his eyes and saw Abraham far 
away with Lazarus by his side. 24 He called out, 
‘Father Abraham, have mercy on me, and send 
Lazarus to dip the tip of his finger in water and cool 
my tongue, for I am in agony in these flames.’ 25 But 
Abraham said, ‘Child, remember that during your 
lifetime you received your good things and Lazarus in 
like manner evil things, but now he is comforted here, 
and you are in agony. 26 Besides all this, between you 
and us a great chasm has been fixed, so that those 
who might want to pass from here to you cannot do 
so, and no one can cross from there to us.’ 27 He said, 
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‘Then I beg you, father, to send him to my father’s 
house 28 for I have five brothers—that he may warn 
them, so that they will not also come into this place of 
torment.’ 29 Abraham replied, ‘They have Moses and 
the prophets; they should listen to them.’ 30 He said, 
‘No, father Abraham, but if someone from the dead 
goes to them, they will repent.’ 31 He said to him, ‘If 
they do not listen to Moses and the prophets, neither 
will they be convinced even if someone rises from the 
dead.’ ” 
 

The gospel of the Lord. 
C Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
CHILDREN’S SERMON 
 

SERMON  Pastor Timothy Holt 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY    
LBW 343  “Guide Me Ever, Great Redeemer”  
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
 

Gracious God, we come to you in prayer for the 
church, the world, and all in need. 
 
We pray for the church, that it would remain faithful 
to the gospel, always striving to serve the needs of 
those who are oppressed and rejecting the 
complacency that comes from wealth. God of grace, 
C receive our prayer. 
 
We pray for creation, that the nations work together 
to protect and restore the earth, preserving the 
beauty of the planet for future generations and 
honoring the gift of your creation. God of grace, 
C receive our prayer. 
 

We pray for those in positions of authority, that they 
govern with justice and compassion, recognizing the 
dignity of all people and working to promote peace 
and prosperity for all. God of grace, 
C receive our prayer. 
 
We pray for people in any need. (We pray especially 
for Joe Alles, Zach Andry, Ron Bauer, Judy Beckman, 
Karen Bettag, Clint Breitweiser, Martha Buchta, Angie 
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Danzer, Courtney Hagedorn Drew, Juanita Hembree, 
Brenda, Lana Hoffman, Ann Hopf, Mary Ann Jerger, 
Carol Keller, Tammy Kieffner, Zach Leinenbach, Larry 
Lorey, Bob Lottes, Zander Mann, Melvin Meyer, Logan 
Musgrave, Pat Opel, Tammy Peek, Remington Rainey, 
Adam Ramsey, Steve Rothgerber, Melody Saylor, 
Annette Schepers, Glen Schmitt, Kaine Seitz, Larry 
Sendelweck, Makenzie VanHoy, John Wessel, family 
and friends of Bill Leistner, and all those we name 
before you either silently or aloud.)  Give them your 
assurance and courage when the path forward is not 
clear. Liberate us from all that binds us, lift us up 
when we are bowed down, and show us your love. 
God of grace, 
C receive our prayer. 
 
We pray that you guide the military serving to protect 
us.  Grant them safety and wisdom to carry out their 
assigned duties. (We pray especially for Austin 
Breitwieser, Luke Himsel, and Cooper Uebelhor.)  God 
of grace, 
C receive our prayer. 
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We pray for this congregation, that we would be 
strengthened to build a world where all can thrive. 
Incite us to advocate for fair wages and just policies, 
and guide us in building a community of mutual 
support. God of grace, 
C receive our prayer. 
 
We remember in thanksgiving the faithful departed. 
Inspire us by their example to love and serve our 
neighbors, and bring us to eternal life. God of grace, 
C receive our prayer. 
 
We entrust these prayers to you, O God, in the name 
of Jesus Christ, our redeemer and friend. 
C Amen. 
 
 
SHARING OF THE PEACE 
 

The peace of Christ be with you always. 
C And also with you. 
 
OFFERING OF OUR TITHES AND GIFTS 
 
OFFERTORY       
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OFFERTORY RESPONSE  

 
 
OFFERING PRAYER 
 

Let us pray. 
C Blessed are you, O God, source of every gift of 
your creation.  By these gifts and with our lives, 
help us to serve one another and all in need, 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
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INSTRUCTIONS FOR COMMUNION 
All who are baptized are welcome to receive Holy 
Communion. Children who have not yet received instruction 
about Holy Communion are invited to come forward for a 
blessing.  As you approach the communion assistant, the 
first will hand you the bread.  Take and eat it.  Then take a 
communion cup from the tray. After you have taken the 
wine, place your empty cup in the tray table beside the 
pillar. 
 

DIALOGUE 
The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
 

Lift up your hearts. 
C We lift them to the Lord. 
 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
PREFACE 
It is indeed right and salutary that we should at all times 
and in all places offer thanks and praise to you, O Lord, 
holy Father, through Christ our Lord; who on this day 
overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious 
resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. 
And so, with the Church on earth and the hosts of 
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heaven, we praise your name and join their unending 
hymn: 
 

SANCTUS 
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EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 
 

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord 
Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and 
gave it to his disciples, saying: 

 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed 
for you and for all people for the forgiveness of 
sin.  Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 

C Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be 
thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our 
daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we 
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead 
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the 
glory, forever and ever.  Amen. 
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COMMUNION 
 

The body of Christ, given for you.  Amen. 
The blood of Christ, shed for you.  Amen. 
 
LAMB OF GOD 
 

 
 

COMMUNION HYMNS 
 

WOV 742  “Come, We That Love the Lord” 
WOV 745  “Awake, O Sleeper” 
WOV 746  “Day by Day” 
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The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ 
strengthen you and keep you in his grace.  
C Amen. 
 
POST COMMUNION CANTICLE 
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PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
 

Let us pray 
C Holy God, you have welcomed us to this meal 
and fed us with dignity at your table.  Send us 
now to welcome others and to be at peace with 
one another, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 
BLESSING 
The God of righteousness, who gives justice to the 
oppressed, who gives food to the hungry, who sets 

the prisoners free, ☩ bless you now and forever. 
C Amen. 
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SENDING HYMN        
WOV 652  “Arise, Your Light Has Come!” 

 

DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. Follow Jesus. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 
POSTLUDE 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Mission Statement: Worship Boldly, Empower for Discipleship, 
Cultivate Spiritual Maturity, Strengthen Community, Serve. 
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THANK YOU TO THE FOLLOWING PEOPLE FOR YOUR 
SERVICE TODAY: 
 
Greeters:   Gene & Rhonda Nigg 
Comm. Asst: Debbie Bauer 
Video:   JoAn Breitwieser 
Organist:  Arlene Vonderhiede 
Lay Reader:  Sandy Schaus 
Audio:     Keith Keller 
Acolytes:  Brandon Buse 
 

ATTENDANCE LAST SUNDAY:  172    SS:  24    
 

 
CALENDAR FOR THE WEEK OF 

Sept 28st – Oct 5th 
 

Sun. Sept. 28th       8:00 AM  Chancel Choir 
 9:00 AM Sunday Worship Service 
  (Sunday School following communion- 10:30) 
 

Mon. Sept. 29th        6:00 PM  Finance Committee Budget Meeting 
    

Wed. Oct. 1st   6:30 PM Handbell Practice 
 6:30 PM Confirmation   
 

Sun. Oct. 5th   8:00 AM Chancel Choir  
 9:00 AM Sunday Worship Service 
  (Sunday School following communion- 10:30) 
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ST. PAUL’S ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

The Finance Committee will meet on Monday, 
September 29th, at 6:00 PM to set the recommended 
budget for 2026.  Please ensure all budget 
spreadsheets have been completed and returned to 
the office before this meeting.    -Jeff Schmitt, Treasurer 

 
 
 

 

WELCA BOOK SIGN-UPS 
 

There are sign-up sheets on the welcome center desk 
for committees for the 2026 year.  Committees 
include flower, visiting, birthday cakes for members 
85+, and refreshments for our monthly 
meetings.  Please review the list and faithfully 
consider one of these projects.   
-Darlene Ziegler, President 

 

 

 
 
 

The flowers on the altar this Sunday are 

presented in celebration of Mary Potts 85th 

birthday!   HAPPY BIRTHDAY MARY!!! 
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HARVEST HOME DISPLAY 
If anyone has any items to bring for the Harvest Home 
display, please have them at the church by Saturday, 
Oct. 5th at 8:00 AM.  (see page 39) 

 

 

WELCA will be having a Bake Sale on Sunday, October 
5th.  If anyone in the congregation would like to 
donate bake items or canned items, please bring to 
the church on Saturday or Sunday morning.  
-Darlene Ziegler, President 

 

On Wednesday, October 8th at 8:30AM, the women 
will be doing the annual kitchen cleaning. Please 
plan to give a helping hand if you’re available. If you 
have any questions, see Joann Schnarr or Donna 
Rasche.  -Donna Rasche 
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OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD 
 

The Women of the ELCA will have the shoeboxes 
available inside the Fellowship Hall on Sunday, 
October 12th through Sunday, November 16th. 
Grab a shoebox or use an empty cardboard shoebox 
that you have.  Brochures are available with the 
boxes that give an explanation on how to pack the 
box. 
  
If you don't want to shop, there will be a donation 
box available to make a monetary donation.  The 
filled boxes need to be returned to the church by 
Sunday, November 16th.  If you have any questions, 
please contact any WELCA officer. 
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What is Harvest Home and why do the Women of 
the Church celebrate this Sunday. We as a 
congregation celebrate Harvest Home on the 1st 
Sunday of October.  Doing so by displaying items 
grown throughout the year, in gardens, flower beds 
and fields that we harvest and store for the winter.  
The Women of the ELCA use this Sunday to install 
new officers for the coming year and to serve during 
the worship service. 
 

What is WELCA and what do they do?  WELCA 
stands for Women of the Evangelical Lutheran 
Church of America.  All Women of the church are 
members.  What do they do? We hold meetings on 
the 1st Tuesday of every month.  Remember 
members of the congregation 85 and older on their 
birthdays by making cakes (or pies) for them.  Visit 
members that are home bound or in nursing homes.  
Make and tack blankets for Lutheran World Relief 
and collect school kits and health kits, also for LWR.  
We furnish shoe boxes for Operation Christmas 
Child and deliver filled boxes to drop-off locations.  
Host an annual Mother/Daughter banquet each 
May.  Provide funeral dinners, make ham salad and 
provide memorial services for women of the church 
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at the funeral home (if requested).  We make baby 
quilts for infants given at baptism and for various 
organizations, such as Memorial Hospital 
Pediatrics, Memorial Family Care, Crisis 
Connection, Tri-Cap, Kosairs Children’s Hospital.  
WELCA also makes lap blankets for nursing homes 
and prayer shawls for the ill.  They collect box tops 
and also make sure there are flower on the altar 
each Sunday. 
 

We appreciate all the help you give, as it takes many 
to do all these things.  This is just some of what we 
do.  We look forward to seeing you at our meetings. 
  


