St. Paul’s Lutheran Church Baptism of Qur Lord January 7, 2024

PRELUDE
RINGING OF THE BELLS
ANNOUNCEMENTS

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

Blessed be the holy Trinity, *+ one God, creator of all.
C Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of
one another.

God, creator,

C we pour out our hearts before you. We have
known you but have not always loved you. We
have wounded one another and sinned against
you. We have not always recognized the Holy
Spirit dwelling in each of us. Remember your
covenant. Renew your creation. Restore us, that
we might proclaim your good news to all. Amen.

God has spoken: The time of grace is now. In Jesus,
the reign of God has come near. By the authority of -+
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Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven. You are God’s
beloved.
C Amen.

GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
C And also with you.
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HYMN OF PRAISE (four measures introduction)
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

Holy God, creator of light and giver of goodness, your
voice moves over the waters. Immerse us in your
grace, and transform us by your Spirit, that we may
follow after your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C Amen

FIRST READING: Genesis 1:1-5

1In the beginning when God created the heavens and
the earth, ?the earth was a formless void and
darkness covered the face of the deep, while a wind
from God swept over the face of the waters. 3Then
God said, “Let there be light”; and there was light.
*And God saw that the light was good; and God
separated the light from the darkness. °God called the
light Day, and the darkness he called Night. And there
was evening and there was morning, the first day.

The word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.



PSALM: Psalm 29

(Refrain: The voice of the LORD is upon the waters.)

1Ascribe to the LORD, you gods, ascribe to the LORD
glory and strength.

C 2Ascribe to the LorD the glory due God’s name;
worship the LoRD in the beauty of holiness.

3The voice of the LORD is upon the waters; the God of
glory thunders; the LORD is upon the mighty waters.

C “The voice of the LoRrD is a powerful voice;
the voice of the LoRD is a voice of splendor.
(Refrain)

5The voice of the LORD breaks the cedar trees; the
LORD breaks the cedars of Lebanon;

C ¢the LorRD makes Lebanon skip like a calf, and
Mount Hermon like a young wild ox.

"The voice of the LORD bursts forth in lightning
flashes.

C 8The voice of the LORD shakes the wilderness;
the LORD shakes the wilderness of Kadesh.
(Refrain)



°The voice of the LORD makes the oak trees writhe and
strips the forests bare. And in the temple of the LORD
all are crying, “Glory!”

C 19The LoRD sits enthroned above the flood;
the LORD sits enthroned as King forevermore.

110 LoRpD, give strength to your people; give them, O
LORD, the blessings of peace.

C (Refrain)

(Refrain: The voice of the LORD is upon the waters.)

SECOND READING: Acts 19:1-7

1While Apollos was in Corinth, Paul passed through
the interior regions and came to Ephesus, where he
found some disciples. 2He said to them, “Did you
receive the Holy Spirit when you became believers?”
They replied, “No, we have not even heard that there
is a Holy Spirit.” 3Then he said, “Into what then were
you baptized?” They answered, “Into John's baptism.”
4Paul said, “John baptized with the baptism of
repentance, telling the people to believe in the one
who was to come after him, that is, in Jesus.” >On
hearing this, they were baptized in the name of the
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Lord Jesus. ®°When Paul had laid his hands on them,
the Holy Spirit came upon them, and they spoke in
tongues and prophesied—7altogether there were
about twelve of them.

The word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.
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GOSPEL: Mark 1:4-11

C Glory to you, O Lord.

4John the baptizer appeared in the wilderness,
proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the
forgiveness of sins. °And people from the whole
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Judean countryside and all the people of Jerusalem
were going out to him, and were baptized by him in
the river Jordan, confessing their sins. ®Now John was
clothed with camel’s hair, with a leather belt around
his waist, and he ate locusts and wild honey. 7He
proclaimed, “The one who is more powerful than I is
coming after me; I am not worthy to stoop down and
untie the thong of his sandals. 8] have baptized you
with water; but he will baptize you with the Holy
Spirit.”

°In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee
and was baptized by John in the Jordan. 19And just as
he was coming up out of the water, he saw the
heavens torn apart and the Spirit descending like a
dove on him. 11And a voice came from heaven, “You
are my Son, the Beloved; with you I am well pleased.”

The gospel of the Lord.
C Praise to you, O Christ.

CHILDREN’S SERMON

SERMON Pastor Timothy Holt
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HYMN OF THE DAY WOV 690 “Shall We Gather
at the River”

INSTALLATION OF CHURCH COUNCIL MEMBERS

There are different kinds of spiritual gifts, but the
same Spirit gives them. There are different ways of
serving, but the same Lord is served. There are
different abilities to perform service, but the same
God gives to everyone ability for particular service.
The Spirit's presence is shown in some way in each
person, for the good of all. (1 Corinthians 12:4-7) You
have been elected to positions of leadership and trust
in this congregation.

You are to see that the words and deeds of this
household of faith reflect him in whose name we
gather.

You are to work together with other members to see
that the worship and work of Christ are done in this
congregation, that our constitution is upheld, and
that God’s will is done in this community and in the
whole world.
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You are to be diligent in your specific area of serving,
that the one Lord who empowers you is glorified.
You are to be examples of faith active in love, to help
maintain the life and harmony of this congregation.
On behalf of your sisters and brothers in Christ, I ask
you: Are you ready to accept and faithfully to carry out
the duties of the offices to which you have been elected?

COUNCIL REPLIES: Yes, by the help of God.

John Potts — President/Property

Terry Seitz - V.P./ Archives

Darlene Ziegler — Treasurer/Finance

Barb Schnarr — Council Secretary/Music & Worship
Deidra Church - Financial Secretary/Evangelism
Shirley Stallwood — Christian Education

Doug Wiseman - LYO

Cheryl Hauser - WELCA

Jeff Schmitt - Council Member

Julia Stenftenagel - Council Member

People of God, I ask you: Will you support these, your
elected leaders, and will you share in the mutual
ministry that Christ has given to all who are baptized?

COUNCIL REPLIES: Yes, by the help of God.
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[ now declare you installed as council members of this
congregation. God bless you with his Holy Spirit, that
you may prove faithful servants of Christ.

COUNCIL REPLIES: Amen

APOSTLE'’S CREED

C Ibelieve in God, the Father almighty, Creator
of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. He
was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and
born of the Virgin Mary. He suffered under
Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was
buried. He descended into hell. On the third day
he rose again. He ascended into heaven, and is
seated at the right hand of the Father. He will
come again to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic
Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness
of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life
everlasting. Amen
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

As we celebrate Christ embodied in human form, we
pray for God’s blessing on the church, the world, and
all of creation.

Inspire wisdom and a spirit of proclamation in your
church, God of forgiveness. Uplift leaders to share the
truth of your word in community. Encourage us to
live into the promises of baptism, working for justice
and peace in all the world. God of grace,

C receive our prayer.

Renew your creation, God of thunder and mighty
waters. Restore the rivers in which your children are
baptized. May fields flourish and grow. Summon the
stewards and caretakers of the land to cherish your
good works. God of grace,

C receive our prayer.

Give strength to your leaders, God who is present in
every country and community. Raise up leaders
committed to equity and healing. Grant them
discernment and compassion as they lead in love.
God of grace,

C receive our prayer.
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Protect and cherish the most vulnerable among us,
God of strength. Accompany those separated from
family or hurting from broken relationships. Shelter
our unhoused neighbors and any experiencing
poverty. Protect those incarcerated in prisons and
detention centers. Care for the sick and suffering.
(We pray especially for Judy Lorey, Steve Rothgerber,
Gerald Vonderheide and all those we name before you
either silently or aloud.) God of grace,

C receive our prayer.

We pray that you guide the military serving to protect
us. Grant them safety and wisdom to carry out their
assigned duties. (We pray especially for Austin
Breitwieser, Luke Himsel and Cooper Uebelhor) God of
grace,

C receive our prayer.

Encourage this congregation, God who calls and
sends disciples. Guide us in accompanying, learning
from, and serving our neighbors on the margins,
following the example of Jesus. God of grace,

C receive our prayer.
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Trusting the assurance of the Holy Spirit, we
remember all who have died and rest in God’s care.
Give hope to those who grieve even as we rest in your
eternal promise of resurrection. God of grace,

C receive our prayer.

Knowing the Holy Spirit intercedes for us, we offer
these prayers and the silent prayers of our hearts in
the name of our Savior, Jesus Christ.

C Amen.

SHARING OF THE PEACE

The peace of Christ be with you always.
C And also with you.

OFFERING OF OUR TITHES AND GIFTS
OFFERTORY

OFFERTORY RESPONSE
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OFFERING PRAYER
Let us pray.

C Blessed are you, Holy One, for all good things
come from you. In bread and cup you open
heaven to us. Meet us at this table, that we receive
what we seek and follow your Son, Jesus, in whose
name we pray. Amen.

INSTRUCTIONS FOR COMMUNION

All who are baptized are welcome to receive Holy
Communion. Children who have not yet received instruction
about Holy Communion are invited to come forward for a
blessing. As you approach the communion assistant, the
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first will hand you the bread. Take and eat it. Then take a
communion cup from the tray. After you have taken the
wine, place your empty cup in the tray table beside the
pillar.

DIALOGUE

The Lord be with you.
C And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
C Welift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
C Itisrightto give our thanks and praise.

PREFACE

[t is indeed right and salutary that we should at all
times and in all places offer thanks and praise to you,
O Lord, holy Father, through Christ our Lord. Sharing
our life, he lived among us to reveal your glory and
love, that our darkness should give way to his own
brilliant light. And so, with the Church on earth and
the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join
their unending hymn:
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SANCTUS (four measures introduction)
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EUCHARISTIC PRAYER

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus
took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to
his disciples, saying:
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Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and
gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for
you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

THE LORD’S PRAYER

C Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be
thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily
bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us
not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For
thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the
glory, forever and ever. Amen.

COMMUNION
The body of Christ, given for you. Amen.

The blood of Christ, shed for you. Amen.
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LAMB OF GOD
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COMMUNION HYMNS

WOV 697 “Wash, O God, Our Sons and Daughters”
WOV 693 “Baptized in Water”
WOV 684 “Spirit, Spirit of Gentleness”

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ
strengthen you and keep you in his grace.
C Amen.
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POST COMMUNION CANTICLE (four measures introduction)
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PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Let us pray.

C Giver of every gift, Christ’s body is our food,
and we are Christ’s body. Raise us to life by your
power for the benefit of all and to your glory, now
and forever. Amen

BLESSING

God who names you, Christ who claims you, and the

Holy Spirit who dwells in you, = bless you and
remain with you always.
C Amen.

SENDING HYMN LBW 70 “Go Telliton the Mountain”

DISMISSAL
Go in peace. You are God’s beloved.
C Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE

Mission Statement: Worship Boldly, Empower for Discipleship,
Cultivate Spiritual Maturity, Strengthen Community, Serve.




THANK YOU TO THE FOLLOWING PEOPLE FOR YOUR

SERVICE TODAY:

Greeters: Greg & Jennifer Bauer family
Comm. Asst:  Doug Wiseman

Video: Lori Keller

Organist: Arlene Vonderheide

Lay Reader: Jeanne Hoffman

Audio: Keith Keller

Acolyte: Ryder Freyberger

ATTENDANCE LAST SUNDAY: 72  SS:
CALENDAR FOR THE WEEK OF

Jan 7t - Jan. 14th, 2024

Sun. Jan.7th 8:00 AM
9:00 AM

10:00 AM

Wed. Jan. 10th  6:30 PM
6:30 PM

Sun. Jan. 14th 8:00 AM
8:00 AM
9:00 AM
10:00 AM

Chancel Choir Practice
Sunday Worship Service

(installation of new council members)
Take down Christmas decor

Confirmation
Handbell Practice

Chancel Choir Practice
Finance Meeting
Sunday Worship Service
Blood Pressure Checks
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ST. PAUL'S ANNOUNCEMENTS

The annual congregational meeting-part 2 will be held
immediately following the morning worship service on
Sunday, January 21st. Atthis meeting we will review the
2023 annual report as well as vote on the mission
outreach program we will support in 2024. Those
options are: Backpack buddy program, Memorial
Hospital Behavioral Health and The Dove Recovery
House.

2024 offering envelopes are available to pick-up.
There is a table set-up in the welcome area. If you
cannot find a box with your name, please advise Jenny
Begle in the church office at (812)695-3061 or email at:
secretaryst.paul@frontier.com. Please remember
envelope numbers can change from year to year, so
these should only be used starting in January 2024.

In Service to Our Country

Austin Breitwieser Redzikowo, Poland
AM-1 Luke Himsel Virginia Beach, VA
Cooper Uebelhor Colorado Springs, CO
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