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St. Paul’s Lutheran Church     5 Easter    May 7, 2023 
 

PRELUDE    
 

RINGING OF THE BELLS 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM 
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, by whose hand we 
are given new birth, by whose speaking we are given new 
life. 
C Amen. 
 

In mercy and might you have freed us from death and 
raised us with Jesus, the firstborn of the dead. In baptismal 
waters our old life is washed away, and in them we are 
born anew. 
 

Praise to you for the life-giving water of baptism, the 
outpouring of the Spirit of the new creation. 
 

C Wash away our sin and all that separates us from 
you.  Empower our witness to your resurrection.  
Strengthen our resolve in seeking justice for all. 
 

Where despair prevails, grant hope. Where chaos reigns, 
bring peace. We ask this through Christ, who with you and 
the Spirit reigns forever. 
C Amen. 
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OPENING HYMN    LBW 363 “Christ Is Alive! 
         Let Christians Sing” 
GREETING 
 

Grace and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus 
Christ, and the promised gifts of the Holy Spirit, be with 
you all. 
C And also with you. 
 

HYMN OF PRAISE 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

Almighty God, your Son Jesus Christ is the way, the 
truth, and the life. Give us grace to love one another, 
to follow in the way of his commandments, and to 
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share his risen life with all the world, for he lives and 
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. 
C Amen 
 
FIRST READING:   Acts 7:55-60 
 

55Filled with the Holy Spirit, [Stephen] gazed into 
heaven and saw the glory of God and Jesus standing 
at the right hand of God. 56“Look,” he said, “I see the 
heavens opened and the Son of Man standing at the 
right hand of God!” 57But they covered their ears, 
and with a loud shout all rushed together against 
him. 58Then they dragged him out of the city and 
began to stone him; and the witnesses laid their 
coats at the feet of a young man named Saul. 59While 
they were stoning Stephen, he prayed, “Lord Jesus, 
receive my spirit.” 60Then he knelt down and cried 
out in a loud voice, “Lord, do not hold this sin 
against them.” When he had said this, he died. 
 

The word of the Lord.  
C Thanks be to God. 
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PSALM:   Psalm 31:1-5, 15-16 
 

(Refrain: Into your hands, O LORD, I commend my 
spirit.) 
 

1In you, O LORD, have I taken refuge; let me never be 
put to shame; deliver me in your righteousness. 
 

C  2Incline your ear to me; make haste to deliver 
me. 
 

3Be my strong rock, a castle to keep me safe, for you 
are my crag and my stronghold; for the sake of your 
name, lead me and guide me. 
 

C  4Take me out of the net that they have secretly 
set for me, for you are my tower of strength. R 
 

5Into your hands I commend my spirit, for you have 
redeemed me, O LORD, God of truth. 
 

C  15My times are in your hand; rescue me from 
the hand of my enemies, and from those who 
persecute me. 
 

16Let your face shine upon your servant; save me in 
your steadfast love.” 
 

C (Refrain) 
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SECOND READING: 1 Peter 2:2-10 
 

2Like newborn infants, long for the pure, spiritual 
milk, so that by it you may grow into salvation—3if 
indeed you have tasted that the Lord is good.   4Come 
to him, a living stone, though rejected by mortals yet 
chosen and precious in God’s sight, and 5like living 
stones, let yourselves be built into a spiritual house, 
to be a holy priesthood, to offer spiritual sacrifices 
acceptable to God through Jesus Christ. 6For it 
stands in scripture:  “See, I am laying in Zion a stone, 
a cornerstone chosen and precious; and whoever 
believes in him will not be put to shame.” 7To you 
then who believe, he is precious; but for those who 
do not believe, “The stone that the builders rejected 
has become the very head of the corner,” 8and  “A 
stone that makes them stumble, and a rock that 
makes them fall.”  They stumble because they 
disobey the word, as they were destined to do.  9But 
you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy 
nation, God’s own people, in order that you may 
proclaim the mighty acts of him who called you out 
of darkness into his marvelous light.  10Once you 
were not a people, but now you are God’s people; 
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once you had not received mercy, but now you have 
received mercy. 
 

The word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  

 

 
 
GOSPEL:   John 14:1-14 
 

 

 
 
 

[Jesus said to the disciples:] 1“Do not let your hearts 
be troubled. Believe in God, believe also in me. 2In my 
Father’s house there are many dwelling places. If it 
were not so, would I have told you that I go to prepare 
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a place for you? 3And if I go and prepare a place for 
you, I will come again and will take you to myself, so 
that where I am, there you may be also. 4And you 
know the way to the place where I am going.” 
5Thomas said to him, “Lord, we do not know where 
you are going. How can we know the way?” 6Jesus 
said to him, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life. 
No one comes to the Father except through me. 7If 
you know me, you will know my Father also. From 
now on you do know him and have seen him.”  8Philip 
said to him, “Lord, show us the Father, and we will be 
satisfied.” 9Jesus said to him, “Have I been with you all 
this time, Philip, and you still do not know me? 
Whoever has seen me has seen the Father. How can 
you say, ‘Show us the Father’? 10Do you not believe 
that I am in the Father and the Father is in me? The 
words that I say to you I do not speak on my own; but 
the Father who dwells in me does his works. 11Believe 
me that I am in the Father and the Father is in me; but 
if you do not, then believe me because of the works 
themselves. 12Very truly, I tell you, the one who 
believes in me will also do the works that I do and, in 
fact, will do greater works than these, because I am 
going to the Father. 13I will do whatever you ask in my 
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name, so that the Father may be glorified in the Son. 
14If in my name you ask me for anything, I will do it.” 
 
The gospel of the Lord. 
 

 
 
CHILDREN’S SERMON 
 
SERMON  Pastor Timothy Holt 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY   LBW 369    “The Church’s One 
            Foundation” 
 
APOSTLE’S CREED 
 

C I believe in God, the Father almighty, Creator  
of Heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.  
He was conceived by the power of the Holy 
Spirit and born of the Virgin Mary. He suffered 
under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and 
was buried.  He descended into hell. On the third 
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day he rose again. He ascended into heaven, and 
is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will 
come again to judge the living and the dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic 
Church, the communion of saints, the 
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting.  Amen 
 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
 

United in the hope and joy of the resurrection, let us 
pray for the church, the world, and all in need. 
 
God of life, strengthen your church to proclaim your 
gospel even in times of trouble. As we remember 
Stephen, we give thanks for diaconal ministry. Bless 
all deacons and strengthen them for their bridge-
building ministry between church and world. Hear 
us, O God. 
C Your mercy is great. 
 
Creating God, you show your steadfast love through 
mighty waters, towering mountains, verdant fields, 
and arid deserts. Protect the earth’s diverse habitats 
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from the forces of pollution, erosion, extinction, and 
global warming. Hear us, O God. 
C Your mercy is great. 
 
Mighty God, your Spirit guides us into all truth. Give 
wisdom to world and local leaders and organizations 
as they begin, build, or renew relationships. 
Strengthen leaders and aid organizations in areas 
needing to be rebuilt following conflict, unrest, or 
natural disaster. Hear us, O God. 
C Your mercy is great. 
 
Loving God, you make your home among us. Abide 
with refugees, those experiencing homelessness, 
those fleeing war and poverty, and all who question 
if there is a home in your heart. We pray for all who 
are sick.  (We pray especially for Keith Freyberger, 
Dennis Hautsch, Eugene Keller, Zach Leinenbach, 
Stacey Himsel-Matelic, Dennis Neukam, Sue Neukam, 
Kayden Parker, Steve Rothgerber, Annette Schepers, 
Calvin Seitz, Jr., Mary Sendelweck, Joe Shelton and all 
those we name before you either silently or aloud.) 
Hear us, O God. 
C Your mercy is great. 
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We pray that you guide the military serving to protect 
us.  Grant them safety and wisdom to carry out their 
assigned duties. (We pray especially for Austin 
Breitwieser, Luke Himsel, Joshua Hoffman, Nathan 
Humbert and Cooper Uebelhor.)  Hear us, O God. 
C Your mercy is great. 

 
Assuring God, you accompany your people amid 
uncertainty and change. Uphold people in this 
community who have recently moved, changed jobs 
or schools, retired, or are going through transitions of 
any kind. Lead us in your ways. Hear us, O God. 
C Your mercy is great. 
 
Rejoicing in the victory of Christ’s resurrection, we 
lift our prayers and praise to you, almighty and 
eternal God; through Jesus Christ, our risen Lord. 
C Amen. 
 
SHARING OF THE PEACE 
The peace of Christ be with you always. 
C And also with you. 
 
OFFERING OF OUR TITHES AND GIFTS 
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OFFERTORY       
 
OFFERTORY RESPONSE  
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OFFERING PRAYER 
Let us pray. 
Generous God, in this meal you offer your very 
self.  We give thanks for these gifts of the earth.  In 
the breaking of this bread reveal to us the Risen 
One.  In the pouring of this wine pour us out in 
service to the world; through Christ our Lord.  
Amen 
 
INSTRUCTIONS FOR COMMUNION 
All who are baptized are welcome to receive Holy 
Communion. Children who have not yet received 
instruction about Holy Communion are invited to come 
forward for a blessing.  As you approach the communion 
assistant, the first will hand you the bread.  Take and eat 
it.  Then take a communion cup from the acolyte. The 
second communion assistant will pour the wine into your 
cup.  After you have taken the wine, place your empty cup 
in the tray table beside the pillar. 

 
DIALOGUE 
The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
 

Lift up your hearts. 
C We lift them to the Lord. 
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Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

PREFACE 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we 
should at all times and in all places give thanks and 
praise to you, almighty and ever-living God, but 
chiefly we are bound to praise you for the glorious 
resurrection of our Lord; for he is the true Passover 
Lamb who gave himself to take away our sin, who by 
his death has destroyed death, and by his rising has 
brought us to eternal life.  And so, with Mary 
Magdalene and Peter and all witnesses of the 
resurrection, with earth and sea and all their 
creatures, and with angels and archangels, 
cherubim, and seraphim, we praise your name and 
join their unending hymn: 
 

SANCTUS 
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EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 
 

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord 
Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and 
gave it to his disciples, saying: 
 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed 
for you and for all people for the forgiveness of 
sin.  Do this for the remembrance of me. 
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THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 

C Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be 
thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on 
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily 
bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we 
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead 
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the 
glory, forever and ever.  Amen. 
 

COMMUNION 
The body of Christ, given for you.  Amen. 
The blood of Christ, shed for you.  Amen. 
 
LAMB OF GOD 
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COMMUNION HYMNS 
 

WOV 702 “I Am the Bread of Life” 
WOV 734 “Softly and Tenderly Jesus is Calling” 
 

ELW 605   “Forgive Our Sins As We Forgive” 
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The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ 
strengthen you and keep you in his grace.  
C Amen. 
 
POST COMMUNION CANTICLE     

 

 

 

 
 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
 

Let us pray 
Gracious God, in you we live and move and have 
our being.  With your word and this meal of grace, 
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you have nourished our life together.  Strengthen 
us to show your love and serve the world in Jesus’ 
name.  Amen. 
 

BLESSING 

The God of all, who raised ☩ Jesus from the dead, 
bless you by the power of the Holy Spirit to live in the 
new creation. 
C Amen. 
 
SENDING HYMN        LBW 352  “I Know that My  

Redeemer Lives!” 
 

DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. Serve the Risen One. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 
POSTLUDE 

 
 
 

 
Mission Statement: Worship Boldly, Empower for Discipleship, 

Cultivate Spiritual Maturity, Strengthen Community, Serve. 
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THANK YOU TO THE FOLLOWING PEOPLE FOR YOUR 
SERVICE TODAY: 
 
Greeters:   Carl & Robin Bauer 
Comm. Asst:  John Potts 
Video:   Lori Keller 
Organist:     Barbara Dell 
Lay Reader:  Martha Church 
Audio:     Keith Keller 
Acolytes:  Abbie Freyberger & Lillian Potts 
 

ATTENDANCE LAST SUNDAY:   116    SS:   
 

CALENDAR FOR THE WEEK OF 
May 7th – May 14th, 2023 

 

Sun. May 7th      9:00 AM Sunday Worship Service  
    (Last day of Sunday School) 
      

Tues. May 9th        6:30 PM Property Meeting 
      

Wed. May 10th        6:00 PM 175th Anniversary Meeting 
  6:30 PM Handbell Practice 
      

Sun. May 14th      9:00 AM Sunday Worship Service (Mother’s Day) 
    (Heritage Sunday with Bishop Gafkjen) 
    (Distribution of Bibles and Devotionals) 
    (Scholarship Award) 
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ST. PAUL’S ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 
Newsletter Correction: Oops! The Evangelism 
Committee will not be setting up a photo station for 
Mother’s Day this year. We apologize for any 
confusion.  
 

 

On Sunday, April 23rd, there was a special 
congregational meeting to discuss the purchase of a 
new sound system for the sanctuary.  A motion was 
approved during the meeting to move forward with 
that purchase.  Donation envelopes have been made 
and are available in the narthex and welcome center 
if you would like to make a contribution to this 
project.   
 

 

The Women of the ELCA received two-$250 action 
team Visa cards from Thrivent.  One card was used to 
purchase batting for the baby quilt project and the 
other to purchase items for personal care kits.  With 
the Thrivent action team Visa card and your 
donations, 78 personal card kits will be donated to 
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Lutheran World Relief.  Thank you to Thrivent and 
the congregation for your continued support. 
 

 

The Haysville Ruritan’s have some items that can be 
used for a monetary contribution.  8-white 8ft. tables, 
3-white 6 ft. tables, 8-heavy duty 6 ft. tables, 3-old 8 
ft. tables, 4-tents 10 x 20, 16-metal chairs, 14-wooden 
chairs and 15-coolers.  If you would like to reserve 
any of these items, please contact Pastor Kraemer, 
Bryant Kieffner or Don Vonderheide. 
 

 

The 175th Anniversary team has produced large 
scale historical photos of St. Paul's and these are on 
display in the Welcome Center. Additionally, we 
encourage you to visit the Archives Committee 
display case in the Welcome Center to learn even 
more about our past. Photos of 2023 activities and 
worship are being created as special occasions and 
services are held. 
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On March 31st many tornadoes wreaked havoc across 
many states including Indiana.  There is a Christian based 
organization in Vincennes called “Helping His Hands” that 
specialize in immediate disaster response, to regions and 
people stricken by natural disasters, followed by continual 
aid in their journey of rebuilding.  The council was 
approached last Sunday about collecting items for 
“Helping His Hands” and have already given $250 to 
purchase items needed.  The items purchased were 10 
cases of bottled water, trash bags, sponges, wire brushes, 
scrub brushes, rubber gloves and Lysol disinfectant.  
These items have already been delivered to Sullivan, IN.  
For the next few weeks there will be a tub by the welcome 
center if you would like to donate items.  We will be 
focusing on items for hygiene kits and kids’ activity kits.  If 
you have any questions, please contact Donna Rasche.  

Last day to donate is Sunday, May 14th. 
 

Hygiene Kits      Kids Activity Kits  
hand towels, wash cloth, comb, 
razor, nail file, bar of soap, tooth 
brush, tooth paste (4-7 oz.) band-
aids, deodorant, after shave 
lotion, shaving cream, feminine 
sanitary napkins, travel size 
facial tissues, travel size 
shampoo and conditioner 

coloring books, crayons, 
activity books, stickers, 
small stuffed animals, 
baby dolls. 
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In Service to Our Country 
 

Austin Breitwieser  San Antonio, TX 
AM-1 Luke Himsel         Virginia Beach, VA 
Joshua Hoffman    Washington (State) 
Maj. Nathan Humbert      Fort Campbell, KY 
Cooper Uebelhor    Colorado Springs, CO 

 


